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 Serious injury and death related to farming 
activities  remains a significant issue for the 
agricultural industry despite a 60% reduction of 
on-farm fatalities since the early 1990’s. 

 A total of 59 on farm deaths reported in the print 
media for 2013 with 39 deaths in the 
corresponding period for 2014 

 Ten (16.9%)of the reported non-farm deaths were 
children less than  15 years  in 2013 with five 
deaths (12.8%) for the corresponding period for 
2014 

 Quad related deaths (n=15) were reported most 
frequently, followed by tractor accidents(n=9) 

 





 Education remains the strategy of choice for the 
agricultural industry to improve health and safety for all 
who live, work and visit farms. 

 Farmsafe Australia , Workcover and Farm Safety 
community groups have developed a number of  
strategies to reduce risk of death and injury on farms 
since the 1990’s. 

 The Future Farmers Farm Safety Field day program  is 
an example:  early Field days were initiated  in schools 
on the NSW North Coast by Farmsafe Northern Rivers  
(FSAG) in 1990 and have been  conducted annually with 
the most recent day held at Wollongbar TAFE Campus in 
June 2014. 



 The Future Farmers program was developed based 
upon PDHP curriculum requirements and regularly 
reviewed. 

 Students attend the Future Farmers Farm Safety day 
rotating through a series of  demonstrations of 
targeted farm activities conducted by accredited 
trainers. 

 Teachers and students are provided with resources 
for follow up classroom activities. 

 Both students and teachers attending are asked to 
complete an evaluation  at the completion of the 
day. 













 The Future Farmers Farm Safety days have 
been regularly evaluated using a tool to 
define the process and impact of the program 

 A  more effective pre and post test method of 
evaluation using an intervention group with a 
control group has been conducted on one 
occasion but it has not been possible to 
replicate this method at this stage.  This 
method of evaluation will now be discussed. 

 



 Evaluation of the program using a pre and post-test 
method using  an intervention and control group was 
defined as a more preferred method of evaluation 
 

 The design of the pre-and post-test was based upon a 
quasi-experimental or non-equivalent pre and post  
test design using a control group. 
 

 The intervention group was made up of year 9/10 
students from two NSW schools .  The control group  of 
9/10 students came from a high school which had not 
been exposed to any  previous farm occupational health  
and safety training. 

  



 The intervention  group completed the pre-test 
prior to the intervention ( attending Field day) and 
completed the post- test  following. 

 The control  group students were from a school  
which had previously not received any known 
safety training prior to attending the Field day.  
Prior to attending the Control group completed the 
pre-test and completed the post-test following 
attendance. 

 It was not possible to randomly select members of 
either group, selection was based upon class 
membership. 



 There were no significant differences in the 
perception of farm risk factors between the 
intervention and control groups at the pre-
test :p<0.307. 

 

 A significant difference was observed 
between the intervention and control groups 
following the farm safety intervention (H-
4.928: p<0.026), this was further reinforced 
by qualitative data in open ended questions. 

 

 



 The objective of the project was to evaluate the short 
term effectiveness of the farm safety education 
program. 
 

 The project did identify significant differences between 
the intervention and control groups. 
 

 Whilst this study had limitations in design and practice 
it did provide evidence of the effectiveness of the 
strategy.  
 

 In conclusion, whilst these strategies appear to be 
promising , further evidence needs to be provided 
before  it  can be determined that the outcome will 
reduce the risk of farm related injury.  



 Finally, the Future Farmers Farm Safety days for schools on 
the NSW North Coast have continued  through the dedication 
of  the  members of Northern Rivers Farmsafe. 
 

 The community group  formed in June 1990 and is made up 
of farmers, Health professionals, CWA, Workcover, Essential 
Energy and the DPI. 
 

 The program has only received short term grant funding  in 
the early 1990’s and assistance in the form of  resources 
from Farmsafe, Workcover, Essential Energy,  TAFE 
Wollongbar, John Deere, Casino’s Day’s Machinery and NSW 
Farmers Association over the long period since 1990. 
 

 Without the dedication  of  the volunteer members this 
program  could never have continued.  Thank you all. 


