Specialist facilities
and expanded
curriculum

A FUTURE OF INNOVATION
AND EXCELLENCE
FOR PUBLIC SECONDARY
EDUCATION IN ARMIDALE

A state-of-the-art
purpose-built Year
7-12 public school

Capacity for
1500 students

Educating
New England’s
21st century
learners

OPENING IN

2020/ 2021

How is the new school being planned?
The Department of Education is committed
to engaging with students, staff, parents and
the Armidale community to design and create
a combined future school unlike any other in
NSW. Planning will be based on 21st century
teaching and learning.
Kris Croft, Deputy Principal of Armidale High
School, has been seconded into the role of
Project Liaison Officer from July 2017 to July
2018. Kris, who has extensive knowledge of
both Armidale High School and Duval High
School, will oversee widespread engagement
with the local community to ensure all
interested parties can contribute to planning
the new school.

A Project Reference Group (PRG) has been
formed that includes the Director Public
Schools NSW-Northern Tablelands, principals,
students, Parents and Citizens Association
representatives of both schools, and other key
stakeholders. The PRG will consider information
gathered during the community engagement
phase, and provide direction to the architects
who will prepare detailed school designs.
The PRG will assess those designs and provide
recommendations to the NSW Department of
Education, which will make the final decisions.

Find out more
You can find more information, ask
questions, and have your say through the
website www.armidalefutureschool.com.au
On social media please use
#armidalefutureschool
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WE’VE STARTED THE JOURNEY…
Armidale High School, Duval High School, and
the wider Armidale community are working
together to imagine and create a purposebuilt public high school that will combine
and replace both schools, to better meet the
educational needs of the New England’s
21st century learners.
The state-of-the-art facility will be built on the
existing site of Armidale High School and open
in 2020/2021, with a period of transition in
2019 when all students will be located at
Duval High School.
The new school will bring together Armidale
High School and Duval High School into a
combined institution, with facilities that will
rival any school in NSW and possibly Australia,
including flexible learning spaces; and stateof-the-art specialist facilities for science and
technology, recording and performance
events, and sporting events.

improve wellbeing support for students,
reinvigorate our teaching practices, and involve
parents and carers as partners in education.
The new school will be based on best practice
teaching and learning, including integrated
learning models, personalised learning with
real-world connections, and student ownership
of learning pathways.
The new school population will be around 1180
students in 2020. This is not unusual in a NSW
school. In 2000, Armidale High School had a
population of around 1030, and in 2007 Duval
High School’s population was around 850.
Together, we are designing the new school
from the inside out, with learning and teaching
as the drivers. The creation of the new school
will not be done to us or for us, but rather,
by us. It is a very exciting time to be in public
education in Armidale.

The school will offer a significantly expanded
curriculum, with the capacity to integrate
vocational learning. We will expand and

Armidale’s new
secondary public school
Improved facilities
The new purpose-built school will include
spaces that support modern, collaborative and
flexible approaches to teaching and learning,
within a safe, stimulating environment.
It will contain specialist subject facilities
for science and technology, state-of-theart recording and performance facilities,
a conference centre, a cafeteria, a student
support unit, vocational education training
centres, and high-level sporting facilities.
Better resources
Through combined school funding and
the resulting economies of scale, the new
school’s increased spending power means we
can purchase the latest and most effective
resources. We’ll be better able to access
developing technologies, ensuring we keep
abreast of technological advancements
that engage students and support quality
teaching and learning.

Stafford Cameron

Expanded learning choices

Principal, Duval High School

With a larger school, we’ll have a significantly
expanded curriculum, delivered by expert
teachers, with the capacity to integrate
vocational enterprise learning.

Carolyn Lasker

Contemporary teaching and
learning practices
The new school will focus on teaching practices
that meet the needs of today’s students, who
are learning in a rapidly changing world.
We’ll deliver integrated learning that bridges
curriculum and extra-curricular, core and
vocational, cross-curriculum, and across
years – using shared learning spaces and
a flexible timetable.
Using a personalised learning approach, we
will involve students in developing their own
learning pathways in partnership with their
teachers and families.
Better support for student wellbeing
Our improved wellbeing services will include
a full time counsellor, and a Learning and
Engagement team. The school will collaborate
with external agencies to provide services that
support the needs of students, parents and
carers. Personalised support will be provided
to ensure that each student has at least one
adult mentor who can be accessed quickly
for support.

Improved staff development

Involving parents and the community

With a better use of school resources, staff
members will be able to teach within
their areas of expertise, access expanded
professional learning and leadership
opportunities, enjoy modern facilities
providing improved workplace health and
safety, and work in an innovative organisational
culture based on reinvigorated teaching and
learning practices.

Parents will be encouraged to participate in the
education of their children by working directly
with teachers to co-develop student learning
pathways and prepare students for life
beyond school.

Better environmental sustainability
The new school will be sustainably constructed,
incorporating measures such as natural
ventilation, passive thermal comfort, LED
lighting and solar photovoltaic systems,
water efficiency measures, and the use of low
impact products and materials (such as low
volatile organic compound paints) – improving
sustainability and reducing the school’s
carbon footprint.
The grounds will be developed with value
placed on natural and cultural heritage, to
ensure healthy ecosystems as well as facilitating
learning spaces. Landscaping will use local,
native trees where possible to provide shade
and wind breaks.

By developing expanded school-community
partnerships, the Armidale and our Aboriginal
community will become partners in our
school’s learning and teaching, and in the
professional development of our staff.
Benefiting Armidale
In the medium term, the new school’s
construction will be an injection of economic
activity into Armidale, providing jobs and
associated flow on benefits.
In the longer term, the Armidale community
will have access to state-of-the art sporting,
conference, recording and performance
facilities, and a teacher learning hub.
The new school’s facilities will be available for
regional initiatives and events, widening the
scope of economic and educational activity
in the city.
Most importantly – Armidale will be providing
a national-standard education facility to
prepare the New England region’s young
people for their futures.

The new school will include a purpose-built
student support unit with space for visiting
paediatricians, occupational therapists and
speech support services. Students with
disabilities will benefit from new facilities
that better meet their educational, physical
and social needs.

Principal, Armidale High School
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