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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Season
There has been very little change over the past two months, 
with inland areas of New South Wales becoming extremely 
dry.  Coastal regions have had some good falls of rain in recent 
days.

Some Canola and Faba beans have been planted and are 
struggling and in need of rain.   Patchy White Box is helping bees 
at present in the North West.  Ironbark in the Central West gave 
bees stores, however bees have gone broodless.  A lot of hives 
from the Central West and Southern regions have been moved 
to the Southern Channel country of Queensland and Northern 
New South Wales, where they are doing quite well.  Hives 
from Northern New South Wales have been moved to South 
Queensland where Ironbark has bees doing well at present.

Honey Prices
It was interesting to note some honey packers have lifted their 
prices in recent weeks.  Prices now are generally $2.60 - $2.85kg.    
Honey stocks are generally low to non-existent.

Crisis Day
A good attendance by beekeepers (approximately 250) to the 
Crisis Day listened to presentations from the Retail Grocers 
Association, Horticulture Australia, ACCC, Honey Packers and 
Woolworths.

Chairman of the Retail Grocers Association gave a presentation 
which described what should happen in a civilized modern 
society, where each sector of the production marketing chain 
retain a modest profit, so ensuring the sustainability of each 
sector.

ACCC representative described the Collective Bargaining 
legislation which is available to small businesses to allow them to 
bargain collectively to ensure the survival of their businesses.

The Honey Packers presentation left many beekeepers with 
a feeling of despair – stating that packers were doing all they 
could and that it was futile trying to do anymore!

Woolworths representative virtually told the meeting that they 
were only making small profits and that to gain market growth, 
the Industry should be responsible for promotion.  I wonder 
whether they would contribute to the promotion of honey for the 
30% share of the market for house label honey?

There were very few questions from the floor which may indicate 
that many beekeepers believe the old adage “ask no questions 
and be told no lies”.

There were a number of outcomes from the Crisis Meeting 
which will progress through the round of conferences and on 
to FCAAA.   Some investigation is being done by NSWAA 
on presenting a Direct Marketing Education Forum as soon as 
possible.  

Feedback from beekeepers who would attend such a day would 
be appreciated so we can gauge if, where and when, a day can 
be arranged.

Conference 08
The 2008 Conference was one of the best attended Conferences 
ever, with 233 registrations.

Thank you to all our members, guest speakers, international 
guests and interstate guests for attending our Conference and 
thank you the Hunter Valley branch for their hospitality and 
great field day held on Saturday.

Thanks must also go to our generous sponsors and a special 
thanks to DPI for all the work they do for our industry.

Renata Brooks, Assistant Director General, described the 
importance of the Honeybee Industry for DPI.  In her Conference 
opening address she stated that DPI recognised the Honeybee’s 
contribution to society, not only for honey products but also for 
the pollination of many other food crops.

Now that DPI are reasonably back to normal after the Equine 
Influenza, we can expect the AFB task force operations to get 
underway again and we have been given to believe Lismore will 
be the focus for the first one in the Spring (August-September) 
with more to follow.

Our guest speaker, David Westervelt, gave three very informative 
presentations on pests and diseases of Honeybees in USA, with 
a couple of yarns on “gators” after dinner.

The New South Wales Executive are very concerned that 
the options for funding of AHBIC for the next year were 
not presented prior to, or at Conference, yet we (NSWAA 
Conference) were expected to support one option thrown into 
General Business without any explanation.  I presume all the 
rest of the State Conferences will have the options presented 
before their conferences, leaving New south Wales (45% of the 
Industry) unable to take a decision to FCAAA Annual General 
Meeting.  If this is how AHBIC and FCAAA is going to run in 
future, then New South Wales may have no other option than to 
withdraw from FCAAA.

Executive
The State Executive has a new member, with the nomination and 
acceptance of Robert Seagrave from Emmaville in the North of 
the State.  Thank you Bert and welcome to the Executive.

Bryn Jones, a member of the Executive for a number of years 
decided not to nominate due to personal commitments.  Thank 
you Bryn for your help, support and assistance while you were 
on the Executive and we wish you all the very best with your 
future endeavours. 

Thank You
I would like to thank everyone who helped make the Crisis Day 
and Conference the success I felt they were.  

A special thanks also to the members of the Executive and our 
Secretary Julie.

Bill Weiss
State President
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NEW MEMBERS
A warm welcome to the following new members:

Lindsay Bourke  Launceston  TAS
Daryl Brenton  Kempsey
Laurie Dewar  Kalbar  QLD
Craig Dennis  Collector
Kevin Eastburn  Eulo
David Grebert  South Grafton
Joy Hood  Croydon
Jack Jarrett  Nowra
D Jarvis  Wagga Wagga
David Jensen  Campbelltown
Thomas Jones  Sawyers Gully
Matthew Kershaw Bywong
Peter Knight  Coonabarabran
Tim Malfroy  Rockley
Terry Parnell  Stonehenge
Benjamin Winch Kangaroo Valley
Peter Withers  Nowra

Obituary
Jill Stark  1935-2008

In the late 1970’s Jill Stark worked for the Commercial 
Apiarists’ Association of NSW when they traded at St 
Marys, out of the then Capilano Factory.

Jill passed away on 29 May after a long illness.

She is survived by her daughter Lisa and four 
grandchildren.

Bruce White

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Brett Bingley, James Kershaw and 
Matthew Kershaw.  At the State Conference the boys 
were presented with Statements of Attainment for five 
beekeeping units of competency.

This will count towards a Certificate II or Certificate III in 
Agriculture specialising in Beekeeping.                 

Guest Speaker David Westervelt from Florida

President Bill Weiss thanking Renata Brooks, Assistant 
Director General - DPI, for opening the Conference

Matthew, James & Brett accepting their awards

Photos: John Williams 

VARROA IN PAPUA 
NEW GUINEA!

June 2008 - The discovery of Varroa destructor in Papua 
New Guinea may cause the collapse of the PNG honey 
industry if the Government does not step in and take 
immediate measures to contain the mite.  

Dr Denis Anderson said “this Varroa mite could cause the 
collapse of the growing PNG honey industry if not brought 
under control and will affect food security and the economy 
at large”.
 
He said that the greatest economic effect that the mite will 
cause in PNG is a reduction of crop yields that will result 
from decreased levels of pollination by honeybees.  “Coffee 
yields could decline by up to 50% and yields of other crops 
that supplement the daily markets will decline,” he said.

The Eastern Highlands provincial administrator Munare 
Uyassi said “in the Eastern Highlands we are concerned 
because we are the leading province in terms of honey 
production.”  

The Eastern Highlands government and provincial 
administration is seeking funding assistance from the National 
Government to implement a five-year contingency plan to 
counter the outbreak of Varroa mite in PNG”, he said.

The entry of Varroa mite is unknown at present and is believed 
that the mite is present throughout the Highlands region.  It is 
well establish and cannot be eradicated.
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of the GM seed release in Australia within any Australian 
Government bodies.
If so – What was the outcome?  
If not – What procedure can be put in place to protect our 
industry?
Can the report be advised to Australian State 
conferences?

Resolution 2008/21 
Moved Laurie Kershaw, Seconded Warren Jones
That the State Association ask RIRDC to source information 
from overseas on the after effects on bees that have been 
working GM Canola and others.

Resolution 2008/22 
Moved Laurie Dewar, Seconded Steve McGrath
That the industry investigate the introduction of the 
following statutory levies for R&D

• Pollination levy
• Bees wax levy
• Package bee levy
• Royal Jelly

Resolution 2008/23 
Moved Bryn Jones, Seconded Steve McGrath
That the NSWAA express its utmost dissatisfaction with 
both State and Federal Governments for the lack of 
consultation with the bee industry over the releasing of 
GMs into agriculture, particularly with the ramifications 
for the honey and pollination industry.

Resolution 2008/24 
Moved Bryn Jones, Seconded Neil Peadon
That NSWAA request and return to industry a response 
from the Catchment Management Authority on their 
position on retaining existing bee sites in new reserves on 
TSRs and Western lands lease.
Request a position of the CMA board for the honeybee 
industry as stakeholders.

Resolution 2008/25 
Moved Bruce White, Seconded Eric Whitby
That the Port Surveillance program use different chemical 
or non chemical treatments to increase the chance of 
detecting external mite incursion where resistance to 
chemical is a real issue.

Resolution 2008/26 
Moved Bryn Jones, Seconded David Mumford
NSWAA approach AHBIC and FCAAA and push for the 
training of beekeepers by DPI at field days in managing 
Varroa before it cripples the industry.

Resolution 2008/27 
Moved Marianne Lewis, Seconded Neil Peadon
NSWAA look into local Council’s changing of rural 1A 
land to conservation land across NSW.

Resolution 2008/10 
Moved Greg Roberts, Seconded Steve McGrath
That the Honeybee industry seek support at Industry 
conferences to lodge an application for a collective 
bargaining agreement to improve honey prices for 
beekeepers.

Resolution 2008/11 
Moved Laurie Dewar, Seconded Steve McGrath
That the Honeybee Industry seek HBRDC to survey 
beekeepers and arrive at a true cost of production.

Resolution 2008/13 
Moved John Benfield, Seconded David Mumford
That the Honeybee Industry engage in promotion to 
educate the public on the health benefits of honey and the 
honeybee’s contribution to the wider community.

Resolution 2008/14 
Moved Neil Peadon, Seconded Warren Jones
That the Honeybee Industry seek to quantify the proportion 
of the profits from honey each sector takes.

Resolution 2008/15 
Moved Laurie Dewar, Seconded Steve McGrath
That the Honeybee Industry investigate the implementation 
of a statutory marketing levy.

Resolution 2008/16 
Moved Monte Klingner, Seconded Steve McGrath
That 100% of imported apiary products are tested for 
potential residues where apiary products from the country 
of origin have been banned by other markets.

Resolution 2008/17 
Moved Laurie Dewar, Seconded Steve McGrath
That the Trade Practice and the ACCC look to outlawing 
the trade inhibiting practice by retailers regarding their 
private label products.

Resolution 2008/18 
Moved Steve McGrath, Seconded Warren Jones
That the NSWAA be able to obtain and notify its members 
through Australia’s Honeybee News, the locations of GM 
Canola crops so that the members can avoid working GM 
Canola if they wish.

Resolution 2008/19 
Moved Steve McGrath, Seconded Bryn Jones
That the NSWAA inform the Government that it’s members 
will seek compensation in the event of lost honey sales 
and markets and bad publicity from the release of GM 
Canola.

Resolution 2008/20 
Moved Laurie Kershaw, Seconded Steve McGrath
That NSWAA request AHBIC and FCAAA to inform the 
Association if there has been any discussion on the impact 

2008 CONFERENCE RESOLUTIONS
Set out below are the resolutions, apart from those of a routine nature, of the 2008 State Conference.
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THAT’S MY OPINION  
AND I’M WELCOME TO IT

A column by Greg Roberts

Honeybee Industry Crisis Meeting 21 May
Just to set the record straight the idea of having a Honeybee 
Crisis Day Meeting was conceived by the New South 
Wales Apiarists’ Association (NSWAA).  The NSWAA 
organising committee put together the first draft agenda 
and approached a professional mediator and discussed 
the involvement of a Media Consultant.  It was decided 
to run the day as a public meeting because of the media 
involvement.  The Federal Council of Australian Apiarists’ 
Associations (FCAAA) was approached for funding from 
their contingency fund, this was granted.  The Australian 
Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) was invited to 
participate and their involvement was paying for the Media 
Consultant, help with running two teleconferences and 
sending invitations out where needed.  My disappointment 
with AHBIC on the day was that they gave us a guarantee 
they would provide a secretariat for the day, this did not 
happen and the NSWAA was not notified that this was not 
going to happen.  This important day went without being 
documented.  Our National Chairman has to take some 
responsibility for this, he is a Beekeeper but in my opinion 
did not show any interest in the Crisis Day, to the point 
that he did not even return phone calls made to him from 
a member of the NSWAA organising committee - that 
member being myself.

The Crisis Day was well attended by over 200 beekeepers 
which proves that the day was well overdue.  As the 
appointed Media Spokesman the choice of the Media 
Consultant proved to be the right one as for four days I 
was run off my feet doing interviews for TV, radio and 
newspapers.  

Honey prices have been dropping now for about three 
years while the cost of production has been going through 
the roof. This situation with honey pricing reminds me of 
a story about a wise man who was asked a very complex 
question, ‘What is life?’ and he answered in a very 
simplistic way ‘life is what is happening now why you are 
busy making other plans.”  As an industry we have a lot of 
future plans such as Pollination Australia which I applaud, 
but the mainstream pollination prices here in Australia are 
low compared to international prices.  Here in NSW with 
our soil types and water supply I believe in the future that 
the largest investment into plantations will go into dry land 
farming in the form of grain plantations.  In fact the rest of 
the world is looking to Australia as one of the countries to 
increase its grain production because a massive worldwide 
shortage of some grains.  Pollination Australia is fine but 
honey production is the main core business of our industry 
and we need better future marketing plans and strategies.

The US Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced 
they will be conducting a referendum to see whether the 
US honey industry want a Honey Packers and Importers 
Research and Promotional Levy, if successful some of its 
responsibilities will be to strengthen the position of the 
US honey industry in the market place and in addition, to 
maintain and expand the domestic markets for honey and 
honey products. 

One of the recommendations from the Crisis Day is to 
investigate further a Statutory Marketing Levy.  But 
before we go ahead with this program I believe we should 
do some preliminary market research.  I have always had 
a healthy respect for our research body the Honey Bee 
Research and Development Council (HBRDC) and I was 
reliably told three years ago that levies were gathered from 
27,000 metric tonnes.  I don’t know what today’s figures 
are but I do believe the levies gathered are less than stated 
above. Nationally I believe production has dropped and 
internationally honey production is like oil production, 
it has peaked.  I believe that something has gone wrong 
because I believe we are selling less honey today at a 
lower price and we need to find out why.  The HBRDC 
is in a position to do market research and find out where 
our promotions may have gone astray.  They could also 
investigate the different usages of honey in our much more 
multi-cultured society, for example our Asian Australians 
have grown up using honey in a different manner to the 
rest of our society. 

Young people today are demanding industries take some 
environmental responsibility.  Environmentally honey 
and honey production is way ahead of our other spread 
competitors.  Overseas research has shown that this to be 
true as I have mentioned in previous articles, we also need 
to research the usage of Australian honey overseas, for 
many years Australian honey was blended with other world 
honeys to give a greater shelf life and therefore received 
a higher price.   Another area that may need researching 
is the effect on the honeybee industry from supermarkets 
own private label marketing. 

Reported Australian exports to the US have fallen in the 
last twelve months by over 60% (156 mt) while at the 
same time reported New Zealand’s exports to the US have 
increased by over 80% (355 mt).  Maybe we should take a 
leaf out of the New Zealand book.  Beekeepers could form 
their own consortiums and the NSWAA could approach 
HBRDC to run an education day to help educate beekeepers 
who may want to undertake their own marketing.  This 
would mean the involvement of Austrade, the Australian 
Quarantine Inspection Service (AQIS), the Australian 
World Trade Organisation (WTO) and other Australian 
Government bodies, also involving a freight forwarder 
and maybe a banking organisation to explain the financial 
and insurance aspects of exporting.  This day would also 
be helpful to those beekeepers who may want to have a 
greater understanding of the exporting problems facing 
their honey packers.

Another subject of discussion at the Crisis Day was 
collective bargaining. The present honey prices are 
affecting the younger beekeepers the most and also some 
of our skilled workers are leaving the industry.  If the honey 
producer sector is not sustainable then the whole industry 
is not sustainable and this includes the honey packers. 
With changes to the Trade Practices Act which does allow 
small businesses to come together even though they may 
be competitors and discuss issues such as supply and prices 
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with larger businesses. However small businesses must 
lodge a collective bargaining notification with the Australian 
Competition and Consumers Committee (ACCC) and this 
notification must be approved by ACCC. Beekeepers may 
be interested in forming their own collective bargaining 
group and could approach an association to represent them 
in targeting honey packers.  It may be possible for honey 
packers to form their own collective bargaining group and 
target retailers.  I for one am sick and tired of listening to our 
honey marketers bitching until the cows come home about 
how hard it is to deal with major food retailers especially 
when it comes to private label.  If private label is causing 
problems with the sustainability of the honey industry then 
I would imagine it would also be causing problems with 
jams and other spreads and I think it could be possible 
under the Trade Practices Act for all spread competitors 
to come together and form their own collective bargaining 
group targeting again the retailer.  The community benefit 
would be sustainable local industries at a time of world 
food shortages, however going down this line would take 
some guts, determination and common sense if we are all 
to survive in the food industry.

Germany Suspends Pesticides Approvals
It was reported that the German Office for Consumer 
Protection and Food Safety have suspended the approval 
for the use of eight pesticides after the mass death of 
honeybees.  The German Research Centre has reported 
that twenty-nine out of thirty dead bees examined had been 
killed by coming into contact with Clothianidin which is a 
product used in seed treatment.  The suspended products 
are Antarc (Bayer), Chinook (Bayer), Cruiser (Syngenta), 
Elado (Bayer), Faibel (Bayer), Mesurol (Bayer) and 
Poncho (Bayer). Beekeepers in Holland and France have 
also noticed similar affects on honeybees.  I know that 
Poncho and another pesticide Zorro are newly licensed 
here in Australia and are registered as seed treatment in 
cereal crops.  The Coalition Against Bayer-Dangers, have 
called for the pesticide manufacturers to withdraw all 
neonicolonids from the world market.  The fact sheet from 
the US Environmental Protection Agency has stated that 
Clothianidin which is a non-selective poison is highly toxic 
to honeybees, this chemical is reportedly sprayed on corn 
during Spring planting.  To me the question still remains 
are these pesticides used against label regulations? are 
they being used as an aerial spray to combat Aphid attack 
and are they also being mixed with other chemicals such 
as Round-Up and sprayed on pastures where honeybees 
may be foraging?  This could be a common practice to 
combat Red Legged Earth Mite.  Our industry must 
always remind the Australian Pesticides and Veterinarian 
Medicines Authority (APUMA) of their responsibilities to 
our industry and the environment when it comes to such 
pesticidal usage.

Đ    Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
Đ           Đ Đ  65 Forde St
Đ  Đ      Allora   Q   4362

    Đ       Ph/Fax  07 46 663 
636

      Đ         Mobile  0407 762 
847

Contact Neil, 
Sharon or 

          Cameron 
Masters 

Đ          for all your DALRYMPLE 
 VIEW

Manufacturers of all quality 
hoop pine woodware, 
welded - wire excluders, 
and stockists of most other 
beekeeping supplies 
including Tobins 
Foundation.

Contact Neil, Sharon 
or Cameron 

Masters 
for all your 

apiary supplies
apiary supplies

Dalrymple View Pty Ltd
65 Forde St

Allora Q 4362
Ph/Fax  07 46 663 635
Mobile  0407 762 847

Email nma66500@bigpond.net.au

Heavy Vehicle Inspection 
Scheme Bookings

From 19 May 2008, operators of vehicles requiring an 
inspection by the Roads and Traffic Authority’s (RTA) 
Heavy Vehicle Inspection Scheme (HVIS) will be able to 
book inspections on the internet and will enable operators 
to book six months in advance.

The introduction of HVIS bookings on the internet is and 
advantage to all operators.  Fleet operators, who have their 
vehicles inspected at RTA inspection sites, will no longer 
be required to fax or phone the RTA Contact Centre to 
arrange their bookings.

The online HVIS booking system will be available 24 hrs 
a day, 7 days a week.  The system will allow operators to:

• Make a booking
• Change a booking
• Cancel a booking
• Pay for a booking

Twenty Four (24) hours notice must be given to cancel or 
change a booking, or the inspection fee will be forfeited.  
Operators will not be able to make a booking online for a 
vehicle if the registration is expired.

Online bookings can be made at www.mrta.com.au..  When 
making a booking operators must provide their surname/
business name, customer number and registration number 
as recorded on the Certificate of Registration.  When 
making an internet booking, it is advisable to have the 
Certificate of Registration available for reference.

It is a requirement that heavy vehicles, public passenger 
vehicles and buses seating 10 or more have a HVIS 
inspection prior to registration renewal.  Public passenger 
vehicles require two inspections per year.

Operators are reminded to book early to obtain a HVIS 
inspection.  A HVIS inspection must be conducted within 
3 months prior to the registration expiry date and the 
registration must be renewed within 3 months from the 
date the inspection report is issued.

Roads and Traffic Authority
www.rta.nsw.gov.au

APIARY COTS
Manufacturers and Suppliers of Beekeeping equipment

T A  & F H  Bradford
PO Box 5, Mt Nebo Road, Mt Nebo QLD 4520

Buy Australian Made
Hoop Pine Woodware - Frames - Supers

 Queen Cages etc
Or your special requirements

Phone: 07 3289 8181 Fax: 07 3289 8231
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OAMPS Insurance Brokers is proud to be a supporter of the NSW Apiarists’ Association.  Our staff are experienced in        
providing comprehensive insurance solutions to members and protecting Apiarists against the specific risks that affect  
your business.

Our staff treat you like a queen bee, providing specialist insurance for your needs, including:
     - Sound knowledge of Apiarist’s needs      - Expert Insurance advice
     - Risk Management advice & support      - Claims handling support
     - Workers Compensation assistance       - Association endorsed OAMPS product
     - Quality Insurance cover for Apiarists (as well as other insurance solutions)
     - Premium Funding (pay your premiums in instalments to free your cashflow)

 At OAMPS we believe that the best way to understand your business is to see it and
 to meet you in person - no matter where you are.

 Get the sting our of your insurance, give David Benn a buzz:
(02) 6933 6600

OAMPS Insurance Brokers ABN 34 005 543 920
37-9 Moorong St Wagga Wagga  NSW  2650
Tel: (02) 6933 6600  Fax: (02) 6925 8643

     QUEEN BEES
       ITALIAN

        Prices effective from 1 July 2004
  UNTESTED
  1-5 ............ $22.55 each                       
  6-10 .......... $19.25 each                       
  11-49 ........ $15.95 each                               CREDIT CARDS
  50+ ........... $14.00 each                    WELCOME

ISOLATED MATED BREEDERS $220.00 EACH

DENMAR APIARIES
PO Box 303, Murgon, Queensland 4605

Phone: (07) 4168 6233   Fax: (07) 4168 6133
International Ph: +61 7 4168 6233  Fax: +61 7 4168 6133

Email: ausbee4@hotmail.com

TERMS
7 DAYS

Late Payments
Add $1 Per Queen
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Grain growers in low rainfall districts are keen to see an 
expansion of the ‘new’ oilseed crop Juncea canola as it 
offers them some agronomic advantages for their cropping 
rotations.  

The first commercial plantings were made in 2007 in the 
Hillston district in south western NSW where about 2,500 
ha were sown.  Depending on seasonal conditions and 
availability of seed, the area should increase in 2008 as 
there are now two varieties available for sowing.

However, what is Juncea canola, is it really a new crop and 
does it offer any benefits to the apiarist?

Juncea canola is the official name given to a new type 
of oilseed mustard, a crop with which some apiarists are 
already familiar as a condiment mustard.  As the name 
implies it has characteristics derived from Brassica juncea 
or Indian mustard and canola, the major winter oilseed 
crop grown across Australia.

Indian mustard is a very old crop having been grown in 
India and China for several thousand years with the oil 
being used predominantly for cooking purposes.  The 
whole seed contains high levels of both erucic acid, which 
is retained in the oil, and glucosinolates (the compounds 
that give mustard its ‘hot’ taste) which remain in the meal 
after crushing. 

Rapeseed the predecessor to canola and which is still 
grown in Europe with the oil being used predominantly as 
biodiesel also had similar problems although the natural 
glucosinolates levels were not as high as in mustard.

Unfortunately, there are potential problems with both 
erucic acid and glucosinolates.  

Firstly, laboratory studies in America several decades ago 
involving the feeding of high rates of erucic acid to rats 
indicated that it may be carcinogenic.  This obviously has 
implications for human health if the oil is used for human 
consumption. 

Secondly, animal feeding studies with mustard and rapeseed 
meal found that glucosinolates can have anti-nutritional 
factors which may reduce feed intake and lower animal 
growth rates.  This is of particular concern to the intensive 
livestock industries (dairy, pig, poultry and cattle feedlots) 
which use the meal in feed rations.

The problems with rapeseed were overcome by the use of 
traditional breeding techniques to reduce both compounds 
to very low levels in the whole seed.  This breeding work 
was undertaken in Canada and the new type of rapeseed 
was given the name canola, an acronym taken from 
Canadian oil low acid. (It was not changed because the 
name had unacceptable connotations but rather to indicate 
the new high quality of the oil!).

Hence Juncea canola is the name given to the new plant 
derived from the old mustard plant that has had the levels 
of erucic acid and glucosinolates reduced to very low 
levels and the oil quality characteristics altered so that the 
oil is identical to canola oil.  So in reality it is not really a 

new plant but rather an old plant which has had its quality 
characteristics changed through traditional breeding 
techniques.

As a result of this Juncea canola retains the agronomic 
benefits of the Indian mustard plant (greater seedling vigour, 
heat stress tolerance, earlier and longer flowering period) 
but with an oil that is similar in quality to canola.  This 
means that the yellow seeded mustard could be delivered 
into the same receival bin as black seeded canola.

It is important to point out that there are no known problems 
for bees foraging on either mustard or rapeseed crops.  The 
two problem compounds, erucic acid and glucosinolates, 
are contained in the mature seed and are not present in the 
pollen or nectar from the flower.

What benefits does the crop offer the apiarist?

Having greater drought and heat stress tolerance, Juncea 
canola is a viable alternative crop to replace canola in low 
rainfall districts.  Trials conducted across NSW have shown 
that the crop consistently has a higher yield potential than 
canola under low rainfall, lower yield conditions.  This 
will give growers more confidence in growing the crop 
resulting in an expansion in the area grown and hence 
another potential pollen and nectar source for apiarists.

Juncea canola also begins flowering one to two weeks 
earlier than canola.  This is an advantage to apiarists as it 
potentially gives them access to a large area of flowering 
crop at a time when few other plants, whether it is a crop 
or weeds, are in flower.  This will assist to strengthen hives 
prior to the onset of the main spring honey flows.

Also because it has greater tolerance to high temperatures 
during flowering, the crop continues to flower longer than 
canola.  This extended flowering may increase the length 
of time that bees can be left on the crop.

However, it is important to point out that there is no 
information available on the impact, if any, that the higher 
temperatures may have on pollen or nectar production.  
At least by this stage of the season there should be other 
sources of flora available to bees so this may not be an 
important issue.

Another point of interest to apiarists is that neither of the 
two Juncea canola varieties nor any of the condiment 
mustard varieties currently available are genetically 
modified.  This situation may change in the future as the 
interest being taken in the crop by producers is also likely 
to generate interest in the release of genetically modified 
lines by seed companies.

Although Juncea canola is not strictly a totally ‘new’ 
crop but rather an old crop which has had its quality 
characteristics changed through the use of traditional 
breeding techniques, it is a new crop for grain growers 
particularly those in the lower rainfall districts of NSW 
and other states.  It is likely to provide some significant 
benefits to apiarists when seed becomes more readily 
available and larger areas are sown to the crop. 

Juncea Canola  -  a new non-GM crop for Beekeepers?
 Paul Parker, District Agronomist, NSW DPI, Young
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29 Branches Australia and New Zealand wide
Call Grant or Adam

(02) 4954 6411
for your nearest branch

■ Laboratory Balances: 0.001g - 3kg
■ Bench Scales: 3kg - 30kg
■ Platform Scales: 30kg - 600kg
■ Pallet Scales: 600kg - 6,000kg
■ Trade Approved Scales
■ Label Printing Scales

www.wedderburn.com.au
grantw@wedderburn.com.au

■ Create brand awareness
■ Cost-effective labels
■ Create & print your own labels
■ Ingredients & nutritional information
■ Leading supplier of labels - Roll

Labels, Sheet Labels, Gloss
Labels, Matt Labels, Paper Labels or Poly
Labels

■ You name it, we make it!!

Scales and Labels

July and August specials:

10% off feeders ordered before August 31st.

3 litre feeder (same size as a single frame) 
normally $14.85 now $13.35

5 litre feeder (same size as two frames) 
normally $16.05 now $14.45

Suppliers of:
Redpath’s Quality “Weed” Process Comb Foundation 

Alliance (NZ) Beekeepers Woodware

Lega (Italy) Honey Extractors and Pumps

Pierce (USA) Electric Uncapping Knives

Beeco (Aust) Stainless Steel Smoke 

Nassenheider “Fillup” Auto Dose Honey packers 

Ecroyd (NZ) Bee Suits

Redpath’s Beeline Apiaries Pty Ltd
Trading As: Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies A.B.N. 54 063 940 161

193 Como Parade East, Parkdale Vic 3195, Australia

Phone (03) 9587 5950 Fax (03) 9587 9560        

Email redpaths@redpaths.com.au Website www.redpaths.com.au
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western    labels
Specialist in self-adhesive label printing & design since 1975

Custom labels to your specifications
 

•  Individually quoted jobs to give our customers the best possible price and labels that are perfectly  
 suited to their individual needs.

• 
•  Proud suppliers to the NSW Apiarists’ Association for the past 16 years.
• 
•  Fully equipped art and design department.
• 
•  our machine room consists of five printing presses ranging in size from three to six colours with the  

 ability to gold foil stamp, die cut, overlaminating and varnish.
• 
•  Variable data overprinting and barcode generation. 

*  Australian Owned  *  
 
 
 Western Labels Pty Ltd                      ABN 87 001 367 899
                                   PO Box 6012
 37 Forge Street          Blacktown Business Centre  
 Blacktown   NSW   2148                Blacktown NSW  2148
 
 Phone:  02  9671 1777                    Fax: 02 9671 1689

email: sales@westernlabels.com.au

  BEEKEEPING
   JOHN L. GUILFOYLE PTY LTD.

     
 email: john@johnlguilfoyle.com.au ABN 57 548 699 481

38 Begonia Street Shop 6 299 Prospect Road 2 Wells Street

Inala  82 Victoria Street Blair Athol Bellevue

Brisbane  Werrington Adelaide Perth

Qld  4077  NSW  2747 SA  5084 WA  6056

Ph: (07) 3279 9750 Ph:  (02) 9623 5585 Ph:   (08) 8344 8307 Ph:   (08) 9274 5062

Fax: (07) 3279 9753 Fax: (02) 9673 3099 Fax: (08) 8344 2269 Fax: (08) 9274 7142

PO Box 18 PO Box 4011 PO Box 128 Email:

Richlands Qld 4077 Werrington NSW 2747 Kilburn SA 5084 guilfoylewa@tnet.com.au

Please phone, write, fax or email your closest branch
 for a copy of our current catalogue and price list

Q
U     
I 
P 
M 
E 
N 
T
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Sydney Royal Easter Show
Showing apiculture products showcases the industry to the public.

The beekeepers who prepare products are to be congratulated as it takes a lot of time to correctly prepare the entries but can 
also be very rewarding.  

Some of the winners at the Show have been interviewed by their local newspaper journalists and have had their photos and 
story about their beekeeping activities in their local newspaper.

This year’s Show attracted one hundred and ninety entries from twenty eight exhibitors from Queensland, New South 
Wales, Tasmania and Western Australia.  Classes were for Queen bees, honey liquid, granulated and creamed, comb honey 
sections and frames, beeswax, blocks, candles and moulds, pollen and mead.

Special prizes and trophies for the apiculture section were made possible from:
 
Australian Honey Exporters Pty Ltd  
Bindaree Bee Supplies                   
E C Tobin and Son Apiary Supplies            
Honeyland  NSW Apiarists’ Association          
Penders Beekeeping Supplies                        

Major prize winners were:

Champion Beeswax
Dimitrios Tolcopoulos, Bass Hill NSW

Champion Liquid or Granulated Honey
Australian Honey Products Pty Ltd
Lindsay and Yeonsoon Bourke 
Launceston Tasmania         Strawberry Clover honey

Most Successful Exhibitor in Honey classes
Noel and Barbara Bingley, Sutton NSW

Small Producers Classes:
Champion Small Producers Exhibit
Peter and Mondy Marvell, North Turramurra NSW

Most Successful Exhibitor in Small Producer:
Michael Vordis, Dulwich Hill NSW

The hard working stewards were Mr John Williams, Mr Eric Whitby, Mr Phil Carter and Mr Paul Hassab.  The judges were 
Mr Monte Klingner and Mr Bruce White.

The effort put in by the Royal Agricultural Society certainly contributed to the excellent numbers of entries from four 
states.

HONEY RECIPE WEBSITE
With help from a beekeeping colleague we have setup a 
website devoted to honey recipes www.honeyrecipes.
org.uk.  We think this a first as other honey recipes on 
websites seem to be part of something else, and not 
always easily accessible.

The intention is to provide a facility for beekeepers 
and non-beekeepers worldwide that will help and 
encourage people to find different uses for honey.

The website is in the development stage and is making 
use of recipes that have been given to me over a long 
period, and it is hoped that others will send their 
favourite to help make the site grow.

To help the user we have numbered each recipe and 
have an easy print facility. Please use it and make 
contributions.  I hope you enjoy it and find it useful.

Roger Patterson, United Kingdom 

  BEEKEEPING 
 MOVIE! 

Tasmanian beekeeper, Yves Ginat, and his daughter, 
feature in a film that was made last year.  Entitled “The 
Passionate Apprentices”, the film looks into the lives of the 
Lonely Knifemaker, the Beekeeper and his daughter and 
the Baker’s sons, who all live and work around Sleeping 
Beauty, a mountain just south of Hobart. 

The film will be shown in three, weekly episodes on SBS, 
commencing 25 June 2008 at 8pm.
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DOUG’S COLUMN
Doug Somerville
Technical Specialist, Honeybees - NSW Department of Primary Industries - Goulburn

Conference Feedback
Not sure if it was a record or not, but 230 persons attended 
this year’s conference at Nelson Bay.  Port Stephens was 
a great location, although I’m told that the few that went 
fishing before the conference didn’t break any records.  

Conference is always a difficult event to get the right mix of 
speakers.  Comments like “too technical”, “too abstract”, 
or even “too simple” can apply to the one speaker from 
different people’s perspective in the audience.  

At this year’s conference, survey forms were made available 
to the audience for the first time.  The overwhelming 
response was that the mix was right on the money.  

Question one of the survey asked, “what did you like about 
the conference?”  Comments about good speakers and the 
variety were strongly supported (60%), followed by the 
opportunity to catch up with other beekeepers (33%).

The next question was “what did you dislike about the 
conference?”  A large number of comments were made 
about mobile phones in the negative (30%).  Why a large 
number of people insist on leaving their phone on during 
a conference is beyond me.  I would have thought that 
it was good manners and polite to fellow beekeepers, 
the conference chairman, and speakers that they are not 
constantly interrupted with the persistent ringing of mobile 
phones during the talks.  The screen and lighting was not 
ideal for displaying the speakers’ presentations, and a few 
comments were made about these.  I agree with these 
comments, but it always amuses me why two thirds of any 
audience sits at the back of a room where it’s harder to see 
the screen and hear the speakers.  There is nearly always 
spare seats at the front of most conferences.

The general business sessions of the conference frustrated 
some (21%), with the confusion over motions, their 
wording, and the vocal nature of some attendees.  My 
observation from previous conferences is that in some 
years there can be very little general business, making 
this section of the conference relatively brief.  On this 
occasion, much of the discussion and the origin of many 
of the motions stemmed from the crisis meeting on the 
Wednesday.  Hopefully there will not be a requirement 
for a crisis meeting next year, thus potentially reducing 
the pressure on the chairman to manage a large number of 
motions in general business.

The question of whether “you” would be interested in 
attending a course or workshop on a specific subject the 
day before the conference, attracted a very favourable 
response (64%) – with 21% not in favour, and 15% not 
providing a response to this question.

Subjects suggested for a workshop/course/seminar 
included:

•	 Varroa treatments and management
•	 Apitherapy
•	 Quality assurance
•	 Disease management/control

•	 Honey bee nutrition and supplements
•	 Whatever!
•	 How to deal with media
•	 Honey Money (software)
•	 Business and financial planning
•	 Pollination
•	 Managing change
•	 Organics
•	 Genetics and queen bee breeding

How this idea may be incorporated into the conference, 
will have to be a matter of discussion by the conference 
organisers over the next 12 months, but clearly there is a 
strong interest for this type of information session.

For some years now, NSW DPI and the HBRDC have had 
a desk at the conference displaying the publications they 
have available relating to the honey bee industry.  For this 
years conference a general offer was made to businesses 
and organisation associated with beekeeping to have a 
presence at the conference.  Only a few businesses took 
up the offer, with the two popular beetle traps on display – 
AJ’s Beetle Eater (see advertisement) and Beetltra traps.
As part of the NSW DPI activities/services Michael 
Hornitzky set up his microscope on the Friday and 
processed adult bee samples on the spot, providing a 
diagnosis for Nosema disease.

The question in the survey asked, “should exhibitors/
trade displays be present at conference?”  The response 
was varied, with 66% of the responses indicating that they 
would like to see this as an addition to conference, only 
18% of the responses did not see any benefit from allowing 
trade displays to be put up at conference.

The next question asked conference participants to 
provide a value from 1 to 10 (1 being the lowest, 10 
being the highest) on whether you found the conference 
informative.

The 8th question in the survey asked, “what would you like 
to see as part of conference?”  The responses were varied, 
with no concise or clear theme in the feedback provided.  
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Responses included:
•	 Marketing forums for beekeepers selling honey in 

their local area.
•	 Try speakers from outside of the industry.
•	 Provide summaries of key issues from the past year.
•	 Provide presenter details.
•	 Speakers to provide notes/handout.
•	 Presentation on business skills.
•	 Opportunity to workshop motions.
•	 Bring back another award (similar to the knotted hive 

tool).
•	 Continue as is.
•	 Presentations from beekeepers.
•	 A run-down on the previous year’s production across 

the state.
•	 Overseas speakers.

The final question simply asked for comments in general 
about the conference.  Many responses congratulated the 
organising committee for a very informative and interesting 
conference.  A few responses believed that a better system 
regarding notices of motion should be considered.  A 
couple of surveys suggested that more consideration be 
given to members with young families, and one response 
liked the fruit platters provided at morning tea.

If you have read this far into this article and you were hoping 
to read about the technical detail of the presentations, my 
apologies.  You really need to attend conference to get the 
original messages from each of the speakers.

If you are in the “business of beekeeping”, or simply 
beekeeping is your passion, then conference is designed 
to provide you with the most up to date information on 
a range of subjects that could have an impact on your 
activities.

Next year you could hear about these matters over the 
grapevine, possibly read about them if you have time, or 
attend conference and listen to the information first hand.

The conference is not only the AGM of the NSW Apiarists’ 
Association, but is a wonderful forum to learn and keep up 
to date with issues that impact on beekeeping activities.

If you didn’t attend conference this year, then I guess you 
will be playing catch up the rest of the year with the depth 
of information provided at conference over the two days.

NPWS Vacant Bee Sites 
Ballot Results

Following the notification of 2 vacant apiary sites within 
the DEC Far South Region formerly licensed to Royce 
Beasley, the NSW Apiarists’ Association has completed 
a ballot and below are the details of the successful 
applicant.

The Ballot was drawn by Dr Doug Somerville, DPI 
Goulburn and witnessed by Julie Lockhart.

NPWS Site No:  rb/bnp/01 – Bandicoot Road, Biamanga 
National Park
Successful Applicant:   Nicholas Mansfield, 1808 Smiths 
Road, Tharwa  2620.

NPWS Site No:  rb/bnp/02 – Westrops Road, Biamanga 
National Park
Successful Applicant:   Nicholas Mansfield, 1808 Smiths 
Road, Tharwa  2620.

VALE
JOHN HENRY GREENHAM

18 August 1951 – 14 March 2008

When I was asked to write about John I thought, “Where to 
I start”.   John was a loving husband, father and grandfather.  
He was a beekeeper, a Lion, an active member of the 
National Party and so many other things.  Most of all he 
was everyone’s friend.  When something needed doing, 
John was the one to call on to get it done.   Someone said 
to me, “There is not one person who had a bad word to say 
about John”.

John came from a beekeeper family.  His grandfather was 
a beekeeper, his father was a beekeeper.  John caught the 
beekeeping bug when he was in nappies.  The whole family 
would pack up and move with the bees.   

He had home schooling then went to Hurlston and Tocal 
Ag College.                                                    

He had a variety of jobs but always came back to beekeeping.  
Sadly, all of John’s knowledge of the industry has been lost 
as there was no-one willing to take the Greenham name 
into the next generation.

John was always ready to help.  If someone needed a site or 
advice, John was always at the end of the phone or ready to 
jump in the Ute and go.   I remember when Steve Johnson 
needed somewhere to extract his honey, John opened the 
extracting shed to him.  

He came home one night and said to me that we could 
be getting a new worker.  He had picked up a hitch-hiker 
around Taree way, and had offered her a job – he said to me 
“She is someone’s daughter”.  If it had been our daughter 
I hope that someone would do the same for her.  We never 
heard from her.  But that was what John was like.

John said to me “What goes around comes around”.  In 
other words, the help comes back when it is needed.  How 
true are those words.  In the last few months of his life, 
when the cancer meant that body and mind had become 
too weak to work, the help was there.   Bob Jones dropped 
everything and came to help with the extracting.  Warren 
Millington was there with advice; the staff at Capilano 
bent over backwards to help.

I miss his laugh and I miss his smile and the way his hair 
could never be tamed.

Val Greenham

“Some people come into our lives and quickly go
Some people move our soul to dance

They awaken us to new understanding with the passing 
whisper of their wisdom.

Some people make the sky more beautiful to gaze upon.
They stay in our lives for a while, 

Leave footprints on our hearts and we are never ever the 
same again.”

(Anonymous)
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In the Fall of 2007, the Apiary Inspectors of America (AIA) 
in collaboration with the USDA-ARS Beltsville Bee Lab 
conducted a study to help determine the distribution of 
various bee parasites and pathogens. Preliminary results from 
this survey reveal:

1) Nosema levels tended to be higher in colonies collected 
from CCD-suspect apiaries

2) Mean Varroa levels over all sampled colonies were 
approaching critical levels (9.5 mites/100 bees), but 
levels did not differ between colonies in CCD-suspect 
and non-CCD suspect apiaries.

3) Israeli Acute Paralysis Virus (IAPV) was found in 9 of the 
11 states sampled, and in 47% of all sampled colonies.

The last of these finding begs the question, “What should 
beekeepers do who are or suspect their colonies are infected 
with IAPV?”  To answer this question a review of both 
published and the most current data from multiple research 
efforts are in order.

What do we know about IAPV as of May, 2008?

1. What is IAPV’s linkage to CCD?
a. As published in September 2007 (Cox-Foster et al, Science, 
2007)

i. Among pathogens, IAPV is the most consistent 
indicator of CCD

ii. KBV, N. apis, and N. ceranae are also indicators of 
CCD

iii. Additional “stress” factors may be needed to activate 
IAPV

iv. No cause and effect between IAPV and CCD was 
demonstrated

2. How many strains of IAPV exist in the US?
a. At least two strains, or “families”, of IAPV are present in 
the United States (J. of Virology, in Press)

i. One lineage is most prevalent in apiaries from the 
eastern and north western US and probably was 
present before importation of Australian bees into 
the US in 2005.

ii. The second strain is more frequent in sampled 
colonies from the western US.  This strain matches 
more closely to several isolates sequenced to date 
from Australian package bees.

iii. The strain of IAPV found in Israel that defined this 
newly described species, is distinct from those in the 
US and Australia.

iv. Extensive variation in the genetic sequence of the 
virus suggests that the virus is rapidly changing in 
the U.S. or has been present as multiple lineages for 
some time.

3. What happens to IAPV infected colonies?
a. On-going research in Israel and the U.S. supports the 

assertion that IAPV can impact adult bee health and 
result in rapid mortality of infected bees.

b. Not all colonies with IAPV are in poor health.
c. Some colonies that have IAPV can “clear” their 

infection to below detectable levels over time; this is 
perhaps due to resistance in these colonies to either 
Varroa and/or viruses.

4. How can IAPV be transmitted?
a. IAPV can move from uninfected to infected colonies 

within an apiary.

b. While not demonstrated for IAPV, other bee viruses 
(DWV, SBV, BQCV) can be brought to colonies on 
forger pollen loads, suggesting an outside reservoir 
for some bee viruses (Singh, et al, poster at Eastern 
Branch ESA, 2008, from PSU).

c. IAPV has been detected in non-apis bees in the 
vicinity of IAPV positive colonies in 2007. (Singh, et 
al, poster at Eastern Branch ESA, 2008, from PSU).

5. How widespread is IAPV in the US?
a. As of Fall, 2007, IAPV was found in at least 19 

states; and thus, the virus is widespread.
b. IAPV has been present in the US since at least 2002 

(Chen and Evans, 2007).
c. IAPV seemed to have a more limited distribution in 

2004 then at present (Cox-Foster et al 2007).

Considering all these factors, undue concern over IAPV 
detection is not warranted. While IAPV’s role in colony losses 
remains a priority in ongoing research, we do know that high 
levels of other common bee viruses, such as KBV, DWV, and 
ABPV, have also been linked with certain incidences of high 
colony mortality or decline in worker numbers. We also know 
that nearly all bee colonies are infected with at least one type 
of virus and that all these viruses are potentially pathogenic.

Recommendations for beekeepers
If you have reason to believe that “virus” is negatively 
impacting your honey bee colonies some general
recommendations are:

1) Practice hygienic practices
a. Do not combine weak colonies with strong colonies 

without knowing the reason for the weakness as this 
may transfer disease.

b. Do not combine or exchange colony hardware (with 
other beekeepers or within an operation/apiary) as it 
may transfer disease.

c. Where this is an option, irradiate dead out equipment 
before reusing. At a minimum, consider storing dead-
out equipment as long as possible before re-use. 
Scientists are actively seeking new and economical 
methods for reducing the transmission risks of used 
comb and hive equipment.

2) Reduce colony stress
a. Control Varroa: Varroa has been shown to activate 

virus that were quiescent in honey bee.  Use labelled 
products such as Apiguard, ApiLifVar or Mite away 
II. Do not use homemade chemical mixtures.

b. Control Nosema: Use Fumagillin according to label 
directions to control Nosema apis and N. ceranae in 
honey bees.

c. Control Bacterial Infections: Use labelled products 
such as Terramycin or Tylan for American or 
European Foulbrood. These chemicals do not 
control virus and must be used according to labelled 
directions to control bacterial infections in honey 
bees.

d. Ensure colonies are well feed, especially with protein 
supplement, during time of dearth.

This document was prepared and reviewed by: Dennis van 
Engelsdorp, Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture; 
Jerry Hayes, Florida Department of Agriculture; Diana 
Cox-Foster, Penn State University; Jay Evans, USDA-
ARS Beltsville Bee Lab; Dave Tarpy, North Carolina State 
University; Jeff Pettis, USDA-ARS, Beltsville Bee Lab.

APIARY INSPECTORS OF AMERICA
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 AJ’s Beetle
 Eater
For control of Small Hive Beetle

Telephone (02) 6561 5035
Mobile 0400 015 035

19 Rodeo Drive
Kundabung  NSW 2441

Now available in mini size
 for queen rearing nucs

Email: mail@ajsbeetleeater.com.au
Web page: www.ajsbeetleeater.com.au

HOW IS BEESWAX 
DIFFERENT FROM 
OTHER WAXES?
The term “wax” traditionally refers to the stuff that bees 
make their honeycombs out of, but it has come to mean 
pretty much anything that shares similar properties.  Waxes 
include carnauba wax, which come from a plant and is 
popular in furniture and car polishes, beeswax, petroleum-
based wax and earwax (yuck!).

The basic properties of wax are that it is easy to mould 
at temperatures near room temperature and yet has a high 
melting point (typically above 45°C).  This high melting 
point is meant to help distinguish a wax from common 
oils and fats, which share the characteristic of being water 
repellent and insoluble in water.

Beeswax is an amazing substance produced from glands 
on the abdomens of worker bees between 12 and 17 
days old.  Initially it comes out as clear flakes, but gets 
coloured by pollen and other chemicals as the bees chew 
it, transforming it into the honeycomb.  After 17 or so days, 
the baby bees collect pollen instead.

Carnauba wax is extracted from the Brazilian carnauba 
palm by beating the leaves.

Chemically, natural waxes like beeswax and carnauba are 
complicated substances made of fatty molecules called 
lipids, as well as fatty acids, alcohols and other things.

CROP POLLINATION 
ASSOCIATION INC

Representing beekeepers from NSW, VIC & QLD

Please note change of date/venue:

Crop Pollination Association AGM and Annual 
Conference will now be held:

Friday 18 July at  Dubbo RSL

All welcome!

If you are not a member, just let us know you are 
attending to give us an idea of numbers to cater for.

For further details you can call:

 Elwyne Papworth 03 5484 9231
 Warren Jones  02 6887 2638
 Craig Scott  03 5482 5617

ALBERTA’S BEES DYING 
AT RECORD RATES
Jennifer Fong, Edmonton Journal, May 21, 2008
 
For the second year in a row, Alberta beekeepers are 
hearing less buzzing from their hives.

A pest manager with the provincial government says bee 
populations in over-wintered colonies are down by 25 per 
cent -- 10 per cent more than normal.

Honey farmer Ernie Martens, who normally runs 1,000 
hives in northern Alberta, estimates he’s lost 70 per cent 
of his insects.

“We’re trying to figure out ways to rebuild, but I’m not 
sure how,” he said from his farm in La Crete, which is 
about 800 kilometres north of Edmonton.

Martens said he’s been careful to control pests, mites and 
other stresses on his bees, but suspects he may be facing a 
mystery ailment that has plagued beekeepers in the United 
States since 2006.

Beekeepers are finding that adult bees are simply gone, 
with no evidence of dead bees in the colony. There is 
currently no known cause for the phenomenon.

Two winters ago, Alberta beekeepers were devastated by 
an average 30 per cent winterkill rate. An additional 15 per 
cent of surviving hives were considered weak.

“It was mainly due to mites, and a few other bee diseases,” 
said Paul Laflamme, head of Alberta Agriculture and 
Food’s pest management branch.

But it’s not just beekeepers who risk losing their jobs. If 
heavy losses persist, Alberta’s $3.2-billion canola industry 
would be decimated.
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Crop Report 
June 2008
Northern Tablelands
Patchy budding on Yellow Box, flowering early.  

Patchy White Box yielding in some areas.  

Narrow Leaf & Blue Top Ironbark on Darling Downs 
yielding, needs rain.  

Spring prospects require rain.

Southern NSW
Yellow Box reasonably well budded on tablelands and 
slopes but has commenced flowering, needs cold winter 
to slow flowering.  

Rain needed urgently to allow spring prospects Canola and 
Salvation Jane to eventuate.  

Spotted Gum looks promising for next winter on South 
Coast.

Riverina
River Red Gum holding reasonable bud in some areas. 
Some Mallee budded.  

Patchy Black Box budding. Spring prospects urgently in 
need of rain.

Neil Bingley

North Coast
Current conditions are only fair with some extractions 
from Belbowrie for later on.  Patches of Grey Ironbark are 
well budded and with plenty of rain spring conditions for 
hive build up look good.

Central West
A quiet time of the year with autumn Mugga disappointing. 
Dry conditions in May have not helped ground flora for 
the spring or the planting of Canola crops.  The excellent 
budding of Yellow Box with milder than normal temperature 
in May has seen some early flowering, what’s needed is a 
cold winter to reduce the out of season flowering.

Budget before you migrate - the most profitable honey flows 
are close to home with fuel prices and low honey prices.  
Jot down some figures before migrating a long distance to 
a flow.  A distant honey flow may not be profitable.

Sydney and the Central Coast
In May Sydney recorded the driest weather since records 
were commenced 150 years ago,  so the drought is far 
from over.

Belbowrie has enjoyed a good flowering helped by the dry 
weather, most beekeepers have been able to extract at least 
a super of honey.

Banksias has been yielding very well,  the best for many 
years in the sandstone country on the outskirts of Sydney 
and the central Coast with the added bonus of building 
hive strength.

Forest Red Gum and patches of Narrow Leafed Ironbark 
are well budded for Spring.

Bruce White

HORNSBY BEEKEEPING 
SUPPLIES

63a Hunter Lane HORNSBY  NSW  2077

Ph: (02) 9477 5569
Fax: (02) 9477 7494

For all your beekeeping needs 
Products include:

Alliance Frames & Boxes
Top Quality - Best Prices

Sherriff Protective Clothing - Jenter Queens
Rearing Kits - Extractors - Hive Barrows - 
Smokers - Section Frames & Accessories 

- Bamboo, Wire & Plastic Queen Excluders 
- Foundation Wax - Books etc.

Open: 9am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday and 9am to 4 pm Saturday

Mastercard -Visa

Horizontal Extractors 36 - 192 frame
Wax Melters

Capping Spinners
Reducers & Conveyors
Large Radial Extractors

Centrifuge - Heat Exchange

PO Box 187, 1994 Finley Rd, TONGALA  VIC  3621
Phone: 03 5859 1492  Fax 03 5859 1495

Mob 0407 547 346
www.prestigestainless.com.au

If it’s stainless,
we can make it!

 We also custom build to your requirments
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NHMRC CAM Research Grant Details
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/news/media/re108/_files/
complementary-medicine-grants.pdf

Dr Colin Duke (Faculty of Pharmacy), Dr Rujee Duke 
(Department of Pharmacology) and Dr Van Tran (Faculty 
of Pharmacy), University of Sydney, have been awarded a 
National Health and Medical Research Council’s Special Call 
into Complementary and Alternative Medicine (CAM), grant 
for $285,000 over three years on “Complementary medicines 
based on propolis produced by honeybees from Australian 
flora”.

The CAM call was a highly competitive process that resulted 
in only 9.4% of the applications being funded. 

Propolis is sometimes referred to as bee-glue as it is used by 
honeybees to seal cracks in their hives. Apart from forming 
a physical barrier for protection against outside intruders and 
in the temperature control, the honeybees also use propolis 
to sterilize their hives to prevent and control infection. To 
produce propolis, honeybees collect leaf bud and flower 
bud exudates, and secretions from wounds in plants. These 
materials have a natural function to protect delicate growing 
or wounded plant tissue from attack from microorganisms, 
and thus have high antibiotic activity. Currently, it is not 
known whether collected materials are used directly or further 
modified by honeybees in the production of propolis.

Medicinal properties of propolis has been recognized and used 

by man since ancient times. Modern research has confirmed 
antibiotic activity of propolis. Recent studies show that a 
valuable property of propolis is its immunostimulant activity. 
Consequently, propolis is now widely used in preventive 
medicine to boost the immune system. Furthermore, its 
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory properties are also 
believed to contribute to its current use in Complementary 
and Alternative Medicine (CAM). Propolis is a very complex 
mixture, and its chemical composition and biological 
activities vary in relation to its floral source. Consequently, 
medicinal properties and efficacies of propolis are subjected 
to locational and seasonal variation. The heterogeneous nature 
of propolis is the major encumbrance for its development as 
an effective therapeutic agent.

As part of research into the medicinal use of propolis produced 
in Australia, we identified two novel classes of biologically 
active constituents in Australian propolis, which are for the 
first time identified to occur in propolis. We aim to research 
this unique propolis and evaluate its medicinal properties for 
use as CAM. Apiary sites that produce the propolis of interest 
are those where bees cannot access, or have limited access, to 
introduced flora. A major aim of the research is to identify the 
flora from which the propolis is produced to enable a reliable 
source to be established for product development.

Dr Colin Charles Duke, Faculty of Pharmacy, Building A15,  
Room S303, University of Sydney,  2006  AUSTRALIA 
Tel: 02 9351 2321    Fax: 02 9351 4391
Email: colind@pharm.usyd.edu.au 

Complementary medicines based on propolis 
produced by honeybees from Australian flora

Truck Mounted
Forklifts

Lowest rear overhang (1080mm)
High power-to-weight ratio
Innovative compact design &
low tare weight 
Fast mount & dismount (60 seconds)
Ergonomic design with safe driver position
KingLifter S (compact) model also available

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT 
Clark Equipment Australia Pty Ltd – Heavy Equipment Division

Phone: +61 2 9477 8446  • Fax: +61 2 9476 2241  

Email: kinglifter@clarkequipment.com  • Website: www.clarkequipment.com

KingLifter M

KINGLIFTER_138.5x200  14/2/08  10:21 PM  Page 1
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Honey & Lemon Ginger Chicken

2 whole chicken breasts, sliced
2 tablespoons oil
1 large green pepper, sliced
½ cup bamboo shoots, sliced
¼ cup gingerroot, peeled and minced
1 cup mushrooms, sliced
1 cup chicken stock
2 tablespoons cornstarch, dissolved in ¼ cup stock
¾ cup lemon juice
4 tablespoons honey
1 teaspoon salt

Marinade Sauce
5 tablespoons soy sauce
5 tablespoons honey 
5 tablespoons water

Marinate cut up chicken breasts for one hour.  Heat frying 
pan and when hot, add oil.  Just before oil smokes, add 
chicken and vegetables.  Stir until chicken loses it pinkness.  
Add salt, lemon juice and the chicken stock.  Bring the 
mixture to the boil. Thicken with cornstarch/stock mixture 
and stir in honey.  Serve with rice.

Almond Oat Cookies

¾ cup cold pressed nut or seed oil
½ cup honey
1 egg, separated
1 teaspoon vanilla
1 ½ cups plain flour

RECIPES
½ cup oatbran (not cereal)
1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ cup ground almonds

Mix together oil, honey, vanilla and egg yolk.  Add flour, 
oatbran and cinnamon.  Spread into a greased lamington 
tray.  Beat egg white until frothy and spread over mixture 
in tray.  Sprinkle with almonds.  Bake in a preheated 150°C 
oven for 45-50 minutes.  Cool in tray on rack and cut into 
bars while warm.

Currant Slice

Base
1 cup desiccated coconut
1 cup wheatgerm
1 cup oatbran cereal
1 cup flour
½ cup honey
½ cup oil
 
Topping
250g currants
1 cup hot water
1 tablespoon honey
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon grated lemon rind

Mix all base ingredients together and press into a greased 
lamington tray.  Simmer currants with other ingredients 
until soft – about 10 minutes.  Cool and drain if necessary.  
Spread over base.  Bake 20 minutes in a preheated 200°C 
oven.  Cut into slices while warm. Cool on a rack.
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AVANT EQUIPMENT
     Save your back …..

       Save your time     …..
     and     SAVE YOUR BEES!

The latest attachment release for the AVANT mini loader 
range is a new Hive loader designed specifically for the 
500 Series & 600 Series articulated Avants.

This Hive loader, combined with the Avant, really helps 
take the back breaking work out of your industry.  Not 
only does the impressive efficiency of the Avant package 
cut down your loading and unloading times, but also the 
smooth operation of the loader will prevent your bees from 
being shaken and disturbed in their hives.

The Hive loader has a bi-fold arm which rotates a full 360 
degrees around the Avant,  allowing you to pick up boxes 
in any direction and load them onto a pallet that can be, 
say, on the forks on the front of the Avant.

Levelling the mast is achieved quickly and simply with 
two independently operated rear stabilizer legs, and 
raising or lowering the front of the machine by means of 
the telescopic boom pushing down onto the ground.

The Hive loader, coupled to a 20, 30 or 36hp Avant presents 
a very secure investment to help you and your business get 
things done smoother and with more efficiency.

For a free information pack, contact Avant Equipment on 
1800 686 411 or (02) 4272 6853

AUSTRALIAN TAX 
OFFICE NEWS

Protecting your tax file number
The Tax Office is reminding taxpayers to keep their tax file 
number (TFN) as safe as they would a passport or bank 
account details.

People are increasingly being asked to provide their TFN 
when it isn’t needed and the ATO has seen instances of bogus 
job advertisements on the internet and in newspapers that ask 
for all sort of personal details including TFNs.

Only certain people can ask for a taxpayer’s TFN.

The most common are:

	The tax office when discussing a taxpayer’s tax records;
	A new employer once a person has started work;
	A bank or other financial institution;
	Tax agents;
	Centrelink; and
	A taxpayer’s superannuation fund

It does not have to be provided to potential employers.

The ATO says that anyone who believes their TFN has been 
stolen or misused should contact their tax evasion line on 
1800 060 062 for help.

Interested in having some of your 
eggs (honey!) in another basket? 

Talk to us to find out for yourself if 
Beechworth Honey can offer benefits 

that could be positive for your operation.

“We don’t aim to be the biggest, 
just the best to do business with!”

Steven & Jodie Goldsworthy 
Ph: 02 6033 2322

Steven  - Mobile 0419 559 242

Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd
38 – 40 Hammersley Rd

(PO Box 450)
Corowa NSW 2646

www.beechworthhoney.com.au

BEE ENGINEERING
MANUFACTURERS OF

Quality Stainless Steel Uncappers & 
Deboxers

Including New Hand Uncapper, 
Uncappers prices range from $2,250.00

Ring for brochures now

Phone (08) 9259 0676
Email: bee@bee-engineering.com

PO Box Box 126 Riverton
Western Australia  6148
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American foulbrood (AFB) disease is the most serious 
brood disease of honey bees in New South Wales (NSW). 
It is caused by the bacterium Paenibacillus larvae. In 
Australia it has been found in all States.
 
It is a notifiable disease under the NSW Apiaries Act 1985. 
There is a persistent low level of infection in NSW. Early 
and accurate diagnosis of this disease is essential if control 
is to be effective. 

Determining the source of infection 
Beekeepers with infected hives should ask themselves 
appropriate questions to establish a possible source of the 
infection. These questions may include but are not limited 
to the following. 

Have you recently purchased or introduced hive 
material? 

Active beehives or other hive materials which are 
purchased or otherwise obtained may carry disease. 
Before purchasing beehives it is important to inspect all 
brood frames in all hives for signs of disease. Obtain from 
the vendor a ‘Vendor declaration: bees, colonies and used 
beekeeping equipment’ (see ‘Further information’). 

Introduced hives or hives with introduced material should 
be identified and kept separate. If AFB is detected then 
you can trace back the source of the infection. 

Have you treated your colonies with antibiotics or have you 
provided supplements with honey or pollen as additives? 

It is important to confirm what the disease is that is present 
in your hives. 

Antibiotics are only legally to be used to treat European 
foulbrood (EFB) infected colonies. It is illegal to treat AFB 
infected colonies. Antibiotics will mask the symptoms of 
AFB for up to 18 months. 

Treated colonies should be identified. Records of the hives 
treated and the dates of treatment should be kept. 

AFB spores remain viable in honey for decades, and 
adult bees can carry spores without themselves becoming 
diseased. 

Honey which is fed to bees must be from known AFB-free 
hives or honey that has been irradiated. Honey can carry 
viable AFB spores and if fed to the larvae by the bees it 
can cause an AFB infection in the brood. 

Have you recently used in the apiary old stored material, 
e.g. combs? 

Due to the AFB spores being viable for decades, hive 
material may carry spores, and if placed on active hives 

the bees can transmit the spores to the larvae, which can 
cause AFB. If the disease history of used hive material 
is unknown it is best to have the material irradiated. 
This will ensure disease-free material. The cost of the 
irradiation may be well worth the investment as an AFB 
eradication process can take up a lot of your time and can 
be expensive. 

Are you aware of any neglected and or abandoned hives 
nearby? 

A nearby apiary, especially if it is neglected or abandoned, 
may be the source of the infection. Suspected neglected 
or abandoned hives should be reported to NSW DPI for 
investigation. An Advice form is available to report such 
apiaries. 

Do you share equipment, e.g. extracting plant? 

If you share equipment with another beekeeper it is 
important to know the disease history of that beekeeper’s 
hives. Clean down any equipment before using it. 

Can your bees fly to a waste management facility (rubbish 
tip)? 

Bees will normally forage up to 3 km but they will fly up to 
8 km if nectar and pollen sources are scarce. Rubbish tips 
may contain discarded honey containers or a beekeeper 
may have disposed of hive material at the tip without it 
being covered over. Try to place your hives away from a 
waste management facility (rubbish tip). 

Can your bees fly to other beekeepers’ extracting sheds? 

Bees will rob honey from extracting sheds if a beekeeper 
does not take precautions to exclude robber bees when 
extracting, for example in a bee-proof shed or extracting 
at night. Locate your hives away from known extracting 
sheds. 

Do you know of any other apiaries within 3 km and their 
disease status? 

Bees will normally forage up to 3 km and therefore if there 
are known apiaries within 3 km of your own apiary bees 
may rob hives from those nearby apiaries, especially if 
they are abandoned or neglected. 

Have you recently caught swarms? 

Adult bees can carry AFB spores without themselves being 
affected by the spores. If enough spores are carried by the 
adults then it is possible for AFB to become established in 
a colony from that swarm. If swarms are caught it is best 
to keep them separate from your main apiary until at least 
one round of brood has hatched. 

Does your apiary get visited by other beekeepers? 

American foulbrood - tracing the source
Mick Rankmore, Regulatory Specialist, Apiaries, Animal and Plant Regulatory Operations - Gunnedah
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AFB spores can be carried on contaminated equipment or 
clothing so it is important that good hygiene practices are 
used to ensure that AFB is not introduced into your apiary. 
Wash down any exposed honey or wax from clothing, 
boots or hive tools. 

After considering these questions thoroughly, see if your 
answers establish that your own actions may have been the 
cause for the spread of the disease or whether it was likely 
that the source may have been outside of your control. 

If you have established that it may have been your own 
actions that have spread the disease and you have identified 
high risk areas, then you can do something about it. You 
can take action to eliminate or reduce the impact of each 
potential source of AFB. 

If you think that the source is out of your control, then it 
becomes a matter for NSW DPI to potentially follow up 
when and if possible. 

Forward tracing from known infected apiaries may 
determine if the infection has spread from that apiary. The 
known owners of hives in the vicinity, or who may have 
acquired infected material, should be contacted and advised 
to examine their own hives and report any suspected signs 
of AFB infection to an inspector. 

Record keeping 

Good record keeping will assist with disease tracing. 
Beekeepers need to keep the following records. 

• the date any hives were moved 
• the number of hives moved 
• the site from which the hives were moved 
• the site to which the hives were moved 
• the name of the person who moved the hives. 

A traceback form is available to help the beekeeper to 
record potential sources and to report it to NSW DPI. 
The traceback form is available on the internet at http://
www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/livestock/honey-bees/
pests-diseases or ring the author, Mick Rankmore, on 
6741 8374. 

BEECO PTY LTD
Family business specialising in

• Traditional Australian style smokers
Standard $66.00   
Jumbo $71.50

• Bee escapes $1.65 (set of 4 corners)
• Prices GST inclusive  Freight/postage extra

David & Dianne Cahill
297 Glen Road, Warwick, Qld  4370
Ph: 07 4661 3527  Fax: 07 4661 3721

Email: dj.cahill@bigpond.com

 
  AUSTRALIAN      EXPORTERS

        ABN 96 078 192 300
 
 PRICES....

Under 50 ....................... $15.00 each
50-99 ............................. $14.50 each
Over 100 (in total) ........ $14.00 each
For orders over 200 discounts apply

  For Orders or Enquiries Contact:

WARREN & ROSE TAYLOR
1800 024 432 FREE CALL

from anywhere in Australia
(Call from anywhere in Australia for the price of a local call)

IF UNANSWERED: (02) 6368 3788
Email: aqbe@bigpond.com.au

or write: 58 Marshalls Lane
BLAYNEY   NSW   2799

Fax: (02) 6368 3799

Stockleigh Apiaries
Specialising in 

CAUCASIAN
QUEENS

1 - 9        $19.20
10 -24     $17.60
25 - 49    $16.95
50 plus    $14.85

Causcasian Breeder Queens - Natural pure
mated on a remote island - POA

Prices GST Inclusive; Post & Packaging extra
Terms: Payment 10 days prior to despatch

For orders contact:

John Covey
Ph: 07 5546 9294   Mob: 0427 046 966

Email: j_covey@softhome.net

PO Box 72  Jimboomba  QLD  4280
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 BEEKEEPING SUPPLIES
 ABN 27 009 052 155
 
 28 Munibung Rd Suppliers of Beekeeping and  
	 Cardiff			2285			NSW	 Honey	Processing	Equipment
	 Australia

 Boxes, Frames and all Woodware Stainless Steel Extractors
  Excluders - Welded Wire and Plastic Honey Tanks and Pumps

Weathertex	- Covers and Bottom Boards, Special sizes available

Veils, Gloves, Overalls, Bee Suits and Jackets, Hive Tools, Brushes
Hats, Smokers, Knives, Pails, Jars etc. all your beekeeping needs

We have a very extensive selection of books on all aspects of beekeeping

We buy and exchange wax for foundation.  Good prices paid

MAIL ORDER IS OUR SPECIALITY - PHONE FOR A PRICE LIST
Ph:	(02)	4956	6166			Fax:	(02)	4956	6399

          AUSTRALIAN
          QUEEN BEE

          LINE
           ABN 63 181 851 647

Italian and Carniolan Queens
Prices GST Inclusive

Postage & Handling extra
1 - 9      ............. $16.50 each
10 - 49   ............ $14.00 each
50 - 99  ............. $13.50 each
100 & Over ....... $13.00 each

For your convenience, EFTPOS facility is 
available and credit cards are most welcome.

Order with payment.
Terms & conditions apply

For orders and enquiries please call:
Charlie or Brenda Casido

Ph/Fax: (02) 6360 4113    Mobile: 0434 353 301
Email: ozqueenbeeline@optusnet.com.au
39 Boronia Crescent, Orange NSW 2800

SNIFFING OUT!
DAFF News - Autumn 2008

Three of the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service’s 
(AQIS) detector dogs have hung up their maroon jackets 
and retired from active service.

The retirees have close to 20 years combined service 
between them.  Milo and Charlie Brown, both Melbourne 
Airport based, have screened more than a million 
passengers and together have made an estimated 8500 
seizures during their years of service.  Windsor, base at 
Melbourne’s international mail facility, has sniffed in 
excess of 14.5 million mail items, intercepting 2090 items 
of quarantine concern. 

The practical achievements of these canines in helping 
protect Australia’s natural environment cannot be 
overstated.  Milo and Charlie Brown have made seizures 
of limes and oranges that were later found to be carrying 
citrus canker and Windsor, once intercepted a parcel 
containing live bees – which can carry exotic pests such 
as Varroa mites.

The detector dogs and operational services program plays 
a central role in protecting Australia by providing 80 dog 
teams nationwide.

(Milo and Windsor have been adopted by members of the 
detector dog unit, while Charlie Brown makes the move to 
a loving family in suburban Melbourne.)
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John Mumford was born in Taree on 1 August 1935 and spent 
his early years in the Kempsey, Wauchope and Port Macquarie 
area where his father managed sawmills.  John loved the bush 
and used to knock around with his mates shooting pests and 
falling trees, a typical country upbringing.  John first drove a 
truck at the age of 12 when a log truck driver broke his arm 
whilst loading logs. 

In 1954 at the age of 19 John joined the NSW police force.  
Whilst a probationary constable in Sydney he met Jeanette 
(Board) and they married in June 1959 and had two sons, 
David and Phillip and a daughter Anne.

In 1966, whilst being bored on days off, John decided to take 
an “interest” in bees, catching his first swarm from across 
the street at Liverpool.  He then purchased 4 hives and a two 
frame extractor with a bit of spare gear.

It was whilst doing the three day course at Hawkesbury Ag 
College that John got to know Neville Cutts and relied on 
his knowledge of queens and bees for many years.  He soon 
met Stan Hankle and Warren Taylor (Dept of Ag) and tagged 
along learning about bees and honey, working from Liverpool 
down the coast to Nowra to Blayney, Singleton and Cessnock 
areas.  

Any honey was packed and sold around the local area or to 
friends which helped fund more expansion. Later bigger loads 
were sold to Harry Malouf.  During this time John formed 
many friendships especially Flo and Clem McIntyre as well 
as fellow apiarists and attended conferences of the CAA as it 
was known then.

In 1972 John moved his family and bees to Narrandera, 
eventually building up to 120 hives.  It was also at this time 
that John joined Capilano.

In August 1975 John resigned from the police force (he was 
no longer proud to wear the uniform) and with the support of 
his family took on beekeeping fulltime.

During the mid to late 1970’s John pioneered paid pollination 
in the Riverina area.  The knowledge that he and David gained 
has been of great benefit to the bee industry and to the Dept of 
Ag (many a time their brains were picked by various apiary 
officers).

After the glut of honey in 1980 and being told by the managing 
director that his honey was TOO GOOD for the domestic 
market, King Bee Honey was started, giving consumers 
quality honey without undercutting the market price.

John was instrumental, together with a small group, in 
forming the Riverina Branch of the CAA (now the NSWAA) 
becoming the inaugural president.

John could always be relied upon to speak his mind and would 
stand up for what he thought was right for the bee industry, 
whilst others would sit on their hands when their vote was 
needed and do nothing.

Packing and distributing King Bee Honey gave him much 
satisfaction and he developed a good rapport with most of the 
people that he came into contact with, never wavering from 
the fact that quality always comes through.  A fact borne out 

by the fifteen year association with a retail chain that only 
ended when that chain sold out.  John was also proud that 
King Bee Honey is still providing consumers with quality 
honey today.

In his retirement years he developed an interest in lapidary 
and progressed into jewellery, making rings, necklaces and 
earrings for family and friends as well as for people who 
would come to him with an idea or a stone/jewel that they 
wanted set in either silver or gold.

John also enjoyed fishing especially on the north coast of 
NSW, on a beach at Port Macquarie where his father taught 
him to fish as he did with his own children and now the fourth 
generation has also learnt to fish on the same beach.

Even though he was retired John still kept up with industry 
matters, sometimes saying that it had not progressed much in 
the 40+ years since he began beekeeping.

After a short illness John passed away on the morning of 27 
February 2008, leaving behind his wife Jeanette, children 
David (Wendy), Phillip (Leanne) and Anne (Daniel) and 8 
grandchildren.

John said only a couple of weeks prior to his passing “I 
believe I’ve left my mark in life”.

David Mumford

VALE
Albert JOHN Mumford

Ligurian Queen Bees
(The gentle achiever)

  Honey with hygienic qualities due to

  One hundred and twenty years of natural selection

  Nectar, pollen and propolis assured

  Exclusive to Kangaroo Island, free of disease

  Your order delivered Express Post

$15.40 each inc GST for 5 or more
$22.00 each inc GST 1 to 4 plus postage

5 frame nucleus hives
$100 plus GST

Kangaroo Island Queen Bees
08 8559 5045

Email: kiqueenbees@hotmail.com
PO Box 142, Parndana
Kangaroo Island  5220
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C. B. Palmer & Co
Protein Feed Cakes, Beekeeping supplies,

Beetek Plastic Frames & Foundation,
Excluders, Smokers, Hive Tools,

Feeders, Honey Gates, Candle Moulds etc.

Product catalogue:
http://www.honeybee.com.au

Rod & Karen Palmer
Ph: 0417 796 257 or  07 3495 7095

Email: cbp@honeybee.com.au

Dear Margaret
At a recent Branch meeting, our President, Casey Cooper 
told us the story of his friend who had been in a vehicle 
accident and should have walked away but for a loose 
heavy object in the cabin which struck him in the head, 
resulting in grievous head injuries.

Various other members also recalled hearing of such 
incidents involving loose objects causing major injuries in 
vehicle accidents.

Our Branch members feel that the potential danger in 
carrying large heavy objects (ie Esky or Fridge) and sharp 
implements unrestrained in the cabin of trucks should be 
brought to everyone’s attention.  The small effort made 
in containing or restraining such articles would greatly 
reduce the chance of major injuries sustained in the event 
of a truck accident.

We would like this letter brought to the attention of all 
members of our Beekeeper Association, as we believe 
preventive action of this potential hazard could save lives 
in the future.

Yours faithfully
John Benfield, Secretary
Northern Tablelands Branch, NSWAA
14 May 2008

Hello Margaret 

I have decided to resign from the Association.

After 18 years as an Honorary Member (during which time 
I was Secretary of the Tamworth Branch for 14 years), six 
years as State Secretary and another 17 years as an Ordinary 
Member, I feel the time has come to quietly withdraw.

I have enjoyed my time with the Association and count 
many of its members among my closest friends.

Good luck for the future.

Fred Benecke
5 June 2008

Quality Italian Queens
From Horner and 

Better Bees Stock WA
Queens caught on 21+ day cycle

PRICE $14.00 each (includes GST)
For orders over 200, discounts apply

For orders and enquiries please call
02 6949 6838 or 0427 268 135

Email: stickybee@bigpond.com
PO Box 810, Tumut  NSW  2720

Dear Prof/Dr

Mellifera which has been widely respected and accepted 
in both Turkey and World is turning back to publishing.
 
Mellifera had been published between 2001-2006 and also 
had been indexed by TÜBİTAK-ULAKBİM, Apicultural 
Abstracts, EBSCO, Zoological Records, CAB and SCI 
Thompson Master Journal List. However it couldn’t have 
been published by TKV between 2006-2007 years because 
of (financial) some problems.
 
Mellifera is now turning back to publishing as a publication 
of “Hacettepe University Bee and Bee Products Application 
and Research Center-HARUM”.

It will be an honor to publish all your works, studies and 
researches on corbiculate bees and beekeeping.

To reach Mellifera and for more information please visit 
www..harum.hacettepe.edu.tr or send an email to harum@
hacettepe.edu.tr.

Yours sincerely

Prof. Dr. Kadriye Sorkun
Editor of Mellifera
11 June 2008

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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FOUNDATION
PLASTIC

The Best Plastic Foundation 
You Can Buy

No more wiring required !
SAVE TIME AND MONEY, BUY

THE TRIED AND PROVEN
FOUNDATION THE FIRST TIME.
Finally a plastic foundation that bees

accept. This foundation is manufactured
 by a beekeeper for beekeepers, is tried 
and proven and dominates sales in USA

and Canada.

Sheet sizes available; FD, WSP & Ideals
in either White or Black.

Buy from the Australian Distributor
Sheets in stock now

FRAMES

Maharangi

Select Grade;  Potentially the best
 quality frames available Standard

 Frames for wiring and Double groove
 frames with 13mm bottom bar for

 plastic foundation.

Buy from the
 NSW Distributor

WAX
Wax foundation milled to the

thickness you require

Manufactured using the weed
process

Have your own wax milled or
exchanged for foundation in stock

Competitive

WAX WANTED 

QUEENS
Quality Queens bred from selected A.I.

breeder queens, from your own breeding
program.  New imported stock and our

proven Australian lines.

No queens caught under 21 days
1 -5             $17.60
6 - 49          $16.50
50+             $15.50

Queen Cells $5.50 minimum 20
Free postage 21 plus queens 

Add $8.00 postage for shipments 
20 and under

Terms: Payment before despatch
Member Australian Queen Bee

Breeders Association

HUNTER VALLEY APIARIES
COL & LINDA WILSON  PO BOX 180, KURRI KURRI  NSW  2327

Ph/Fax:  (02) 4930 4950
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“MOUNTAIN VIEW 
APIARIES”
ITALIAN QUEENS

Under 50 ............. $13.50
50-99 ................... $13.00
100+ .................... $12.50

INCLUDES GST

IAN & KAREN BRENNER

ADELARGO RD
GRENFELL   NSW  2810 

PHONE/FAX:  02 6343 3237

PHONE:  02 6343 2933

MOBILE:  0419 279 290

K J TANSON
Supplier of

LA SUPERIOR FOOD GRADE LUBRICANTS
that meet and exceed AQIS and USDA

requirements for the beekeeping industry

LA 182 - FOOD GRADE GREASE
will not melt in use or harden in cold climates,

operates at -30°C
For use in plain/rolling bearings

LA 222 - FOOD GRADE AIR LINE LUBRICANT
with supplements to eliminate moisture

and corrosion

LA 223 - FOOD GRADE GEAR & CHAIN OIL
contains rust and corrosion inhibitors to

withstand chemical attack from wash down.
For use in gearboxes and open/closed chains

LA 224 - FOOD GRADE INDUSTRIAL
for use where processing food must have no

contact with edible foods, For use in gearbox,
compressors, pumps, vacuums, hydraulics and

bearings
Phone: (02) 6386 2325   Fax: (02) 6386 4525
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World honey shortage 
causes increase in raw 
honey costs
Rowse Honey News – UK

World honey availability in 2007 has been seriously 
affected by poor crops in Europe and Australia, and also 
by Colony Collapse Disorder in the USA.

The long, dry summer in Eastern Europe has reduced the 
Hungarian polyflora crop to only 25% of normal; Bulgaria 
and Rumania are similarly affected.  The Greek and Turkish 
crops this year were only 50% of normal.

Prolonged drought in Australia has seriously reduced 
honey production and increased raw costs by 35% in the 
last 12 months.

The phenomenon called Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD) 
has reduced the commercial bee population in the USA 
by 60%.  The USA is having to import honey from South 
America and China to make up the shortfall.

High demand for new crop Argentine honey is forcing 
raw honey prices up.  There is still a shortage of good 
quality honey from China and, as the Chinese and Indian 
economies grow, so is their domestic honey consumption, 
leaving less honey available for export.

Honey exports from Brazil to the EC are still suspended 
whilst improved residue monitoring programmes are 
implemented.  In addition, exports of honey from Vietnam 
to the EC have recently been suspended for the same 
reason.

The early indications of the Argentine crop are rather 
disappointing due to the cool summer temperatures 
following a dry winter.

Even the UK honey crop has suffered this year.  After a 
very promising warm April, the wet summer has resulted 
in a poor crop, with borage honey production particularly 
affected.  This is at a time when consumer demand for 
English honey is increasing.

As a consequence of these shortages, raw honey costs 
on the world market have risen significantly making it 
necessary for wholesale prices of honey in the UK to be 
increased from November 2007 onwards.

 In the January 1901 issue of the Agricultural 
Gazette of NSW (Vol XII. Part 1.) featured an article 

by the Department head W S Campbell entitled:

From Colony to 
Commonwealth

A Short account of the Rise and Progress of Agriculture
 in New South Wales from the Foundation of

 the Colony, 26th January, 1788, to 1st January 1901.

The account is anything but short, running as it goes for 
113 pages. Bees and beekeeping get a mention on page 
105. The quote from the article that appears below is far 
from politically correct by today’s standards, but is what 
Campbell wrote.

“A good instance of the value of small things, which are 
but too often neglected in the colony, is illustrated in the 
attention of late years directed to the useful little honey-bee, 
which is gradually but surely creeping into general favour 
with the settlers, since its productiveness has become 
better known than when its chief habitations were in the 
hollow branches and stems of the forest trees, and when 
the honey for domestic use consisted mostly of mashed 
up bees and honeycomb; or maybe it looked better when 
strained through the well-used blankets of the blacks; and 
since, also, it has become well known that the management 
of the honey-bee presents but few difficulties, and that, 
with but very little care and work, honey will flow in with 
an almost constant flow in its cleanest, freshest, and most 
dainty form - fit, indeed, for the table of Her Most Gracious 
Majesty the Queen.

Here and there, in different parts of the colony, may be 
seen many little collections of bee hives, and in not a few 
instances such collections are the sole means of the support 
of their owners.

Statistics show how great is the quantity of the honey 
already produced in the colony, although this industry is 
but yet in its infancy.

In 1894 there were 44,693 productive, and 8,790 
unproductive, hives of bees; the yield of honey amounted 
to 1,139,557 lb. weight, and also 39,242 lb. weight of 
bees-wax, the yield of honey averaging 25·5 lb. weight 
per hive.

In 1900 there were 48,997 productive, and 9,813 
unproductive, hives which produced 2,795,14I lb. weight 
of honey and 55,988 lb. weight of beeswax, the average 
yield of honey being 57 lb. weight.

Besides their value as producers of honey and wax, bees 
are of great use as pollinators to our horticulturists, for 
without their assistance losses may frequently occur in 
deficiency of the supply of fruits and some varieties of 
vegetables.”

Courtesy: Fred Benecke

AUSTRALIAN NECTAR PTY LTD
ABN 55 124 222 395

EXCESS HONEY?
Australian Nectar is a family owned business dedicated 
to bringing pure Australian individual variety honey to 

the domestic and international market.

If you have pure, rare and interesting honey of any 
quantity, please contact us.

Karen Workman,  Director
Ph: 02 9233 3396   kworkman@nectar.com.au

www.australianectar.com.au
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AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL
Address: Suite 4, Level 6, 99 Elizabeth St, Sydney NSW 2000  Telephone: 02 9221 0911
Mailing Address: PO Box R838, Royal Exchange NSW  1225    Facsimile: 02 9221 0922

Email Adress: ahbic@honeybe.org.au  Website: www.honeybee.org.au
ABN 63 939 614 424

AHBIC NEWS
20 May 2008

AHBIC Restructure
Following the decision of Capilano Honey to allow 
producers to elect whether they pay their voluntary 
contributions, the AHBIC Executive at its most recent 
meeting in Melbourne agreed on a number of measures 
to restructure and reduce operating costs.  These measures 
include:

1. AGM Venue Change – The AGM was previously 
to be held in Perth on 7 & 8 July.  This has been 
changed to 14 & 15 July and will now be held at the 
Quality Hotel Melbourne Airport, 265 Mickleham 
Road, Tullamarine.  The Executive of AHBIC 
apologises for any inconvenience this may cause.

2. Staff Restructure – The AHBIC office will cease to 
operate as a full time secretariat, but will continue 
to undertake activities on an as needs basis by 
contract rather than through the employment 
of staff.  The existing staff have agreed to take 
voluntary redundancy.  The Executive Director 
has agreed to provide some part time secretarial 
services on a contract basis until longer term 
funding arrangements can be put in place.  This 
will mean a reduction in the level of services that 
have previously been provided.

3. Australian Queen Bee Breeding Group – Following 
a meeting of this group it has been agreed that the 
Secretariat for this group only will be transferred 
to Mr Trevor Weatherhead.  This will be put to 
members as a resolution at the AQBBG Annual 
General Meeting which will be held on Sunday 
13 July at 3pm at the Quality Hotel Melbourne 
Airport.  It is  very pleasing that stock produced 
by the breeding programme run by AQBBG in its 
initial season has produced impressive production 
gains. 

4. Electronic Newsletter – The AHBIC newsletter 
will no longer be distributed in hard copy. It will 
continue to be available free of charge.  If you 
previously received the newsletter in hard copy and 
wish to receive it electronically, please email your 
address to the AHBIC office, ahbic@honeybee.
org.au indicating that you wish to be added to the 
electronic distribution list.

5. Funding Proposals – The AHBIC Executive also 
discussed a number of alternative methods of 
funding the peak industry body and functions in the 
longer term.  It is hoped that these options may be 
discussed at State and Sector Association meetings 
and the outcomes considered at the AHBIC AGM.

AN OPEN LETTER TO MEMBERS OF INDUSTRY 
 
Dear All
It is with regret that I advise Industry members of the need to 
restructure AHBIC to ensure our peak body continues to function 
and represent the interests of our great industry.  Regrettably this 
restructure has been brought about by a reduction in voluntary 
contributions and there now exists a need for industry to 
seriously consider the level and method by which our peak body 
is funded.

The Annual General Meeting this year will mark the tenth year 
of AHBIC’s existence and it has been a privilege to serve as 
one of AHBIC’s four Chairman during this period.  Industry can 
justifiably be proud of its achievements during this period and 
the current short term difficulties should not overshadow the 
many successes our industry has had over the last ten years.

Restructuring and change are and will be the hallmarks of the 
21st century.  Many producers have had a difficult few years with 
low honey prices and drought.  It is therefore understandable that 
all of industries institutions need to be scrutinized and examined 
to ensure that industry resources are mustered fairly, equitably 
and to maximize efficiency for the benefit of all.

In this edition of the newsletter the AHBIC Executive has put 
forward a number of short term and longer term proposals to 
fund industry activities.  I would commend them to you for 
debate and discussion.  The front page of the newsletter details 
the immediate changes that have been introduced, it is hoped 
that following the AGM that industry will have agreed on a 
longer term plan.

In the interim I would urge you all to continue to support your 
industry by providing ongoing voluntary contributions – they 
are essential for our long term success.

Your sincerely
Stephen Fewster
CHAIRMAN

PROPOSED RESOLUTIONS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGS 
– STATE AND MEMBER BODIES

Resolution 1
That industry seek to raise $150,000 per annum to fund the 
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council.  These funds to be 
comprised of:-

(i) FCAAA - $35,000
(ii) Honey Bee Disease Contingency Fund - $35,000
(iii) Contributions from industry - $80,000

Background
Following the decision by a major packer to cease funding 
AHBIC by means of a voluntary levy, it is now imperative that 
AHBIC as the industry’s national body, obtain some long term 
funding.  Obviously, the decision means that the use of voluntary 
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contributions on honey sales is now unlikely to provide the level 
of funding required to maintain the national body.  Prior to this 
decision, AHBIC worked on a budget of $300,000 per annum.  
Even taking a minimalist approach, a minimum of $150,000 
would be required to ensure that industry continues to have 
representation at state and federal levels.

Following its formation, AHBIC has consistently been able to 
provide dollar-for-dollar matching of producers’ funds.  The 
recent formation of Pollination Australia also sees additional 
moneys being provided to industry as a result of AHBIC’s 
activities.

If there can be no long term funding solution for AHBIC then 
industry will cease to have effective representation at industry 
and government levels.  The importance of industry presence 
at Plant Health Australia and Animal Health Australia should 
not be underestimated particularly should varroa mite or other 
introduced species come to Australia.  

The payment by honey packers will need to be negotiated 
with individual packers and would be based on market share 
at the end of each financial year.  AHBIC will need to change 
its constitution to reflect the above changes.  In order to bring 
about these changes, a timeline of at least 12 months would be 
envisaged.

Resolution 2
That industry seek the following statutory levies:-

(i) A pollination levy of $1.00 per hive 
(ii) A beeswax levy of 5 cent per kg and a package bee 

levy of $1.00 per package

Background
Industry has now formed Pollination Australia and it is hoped 
to annually increase the amount of research moneys into 
pollination.  Currently there exists no pollination levy and it is 
proposed that one be introduced at $1.00 per hive which would 
raise approximately $100,000.  Of this, 80% would be forwarded 
to Pollination Australia and 20% would be made available to the 
Honey Bee Disease Contingency Fund currently managed by 
Animal Health Australia.  

The introduction of 5 cents per kg as a beeswax levy would 
raise approximately $10,000 on the current production level.  
This amount would be matched with a further $10,000 from 
RIRDC which would mean an additional $10,000 into honey 
bee research.

The establishment of any statutory levy is a long term process 
which involves the industry responding to the government’s 12 
levy principles as well as gaining wide spread industry support.  
At this stage it is not clear what the new government’s approach 
to statutory levies will be, however, it certainly will not be any 
easier than under the previous government.

Should the industry be successful in establishing statutory 
levies, additional functions of AHBIC’s activities can be paid 
from these sources and the corresponding deduction made in 
voluntary contributions.

Resolution 3
That industry seek a marketing levy of 2 cents per kg.

Background
A marketing levy set at zero currently exists.  A marketing levy 
of 2 cents per kg would raise approximately $300,000.

If introduced, the moneys would need to be managed through 
Horticulture Australia Limited and would be used to ensure 

continued promotion of honey as an alternative to other spreads 
on supermarket shelves.

The previous government had agreed in principle subject to the 
twelve levy principles to activate the marketing levy.  Again, the 
new Government’s views have not been ascertained.

RESOURCE COMMITTEE
National Best Management Practice for Beekeeping in the 
Australian Environment

Elwyne started her report last year with the commencement of 
an environmental system.  I am pleased that the document is now 
completed and will be launched at the Queensland Conference.

‘National best management practice for beekeeping in the 
Australian environment’

This document was compiled by Dr Doug Somerville 
(Department of Agriculture NSW), after consultation with 
industry and government representatives and reviewed current 
guidelines from relevant states.  He then used this data as the 
framework for the document.

Industry has in the past lacked written information to notify 
government and public land managers of its current work practices 
so that they can aware of Industries long term commitment to 
the environment.  This should facilitate a degree of confidence 
in our Industry in their decision making processes with regards 
to the use of the Conserved Estate.  This concept of a National 
Best Management Practice shows forward thinking on behalf of 
industry and sets out uniform management practices across the 
country.

Thanks to AHBIC, Dr Doug Somerville, all State Associations 
and all those individuals who gave of their valuable time to 
make this happen.

Conserved Estate
We are still seeing a concerted effort by most State Governments 
to increase the total area of the conserved estate.   This has a 
twofold effect, the resource on the estate is guaranteed and 
then it is up to public land managers if access is granted to the 
beekeeping industry.  The down side of this decision is that 
the timber resource on private lands is then being logged at an 
unsustainable rate thus lowering its value to our industry and 
indeed in some cases becomes worthless.  

Bush Fires & Drought
In Victoria the loss of Apiary sites due to the severe fires of last 
year has prompted the State Association to do a stock take of 
available Apiary sites.  The findings are 3-4 hundred sites have 
been lost over the last 30 years to wilderness areas and some 
National Parks.   Drought and fire have created a shortage of 
workable resource, which has now made it imperative to try and 
have those lost sites reinstated.  The continuing dry conditions 
are hindering the regeneration of the tracts of forested land that 
were badly affected by the fires of 2007 in NSW, VIC and SA. 
The year to date has shown steady progress with continual 
lobbying seeming to be the only way forward.

Rex Carruthers
Chairman 

Pollination Alliance Formed
Industry has been working for some time to establish a 
Pollination Alliance for the express purpose of encouraging 
further research, education and biosecurity work in this important 
area.  It is pleasing to note that on Friday 16 May, 2008, a group 
comprising representatives of AHBIC and members of the plant 
industry agreed to proceed with this important initiative. 
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AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL
For beekeeping information read the American Bee Journal

Editorial emphasis on practical-down-to-earth material, 
including  questions and answers

1 year US$41.95, 2 years US$81.40, 3 years US$117.85
Please inquire for airmail delivery

VISA, MasterCard accepted
For more information or free sample copy, write to:

51 South 2nd Street
Hamilton, Illinois, 62341

Tel: (217) 847 3324       Fax: (217) 847 3660
Email: abj@dadant.com    Website: www.dadant.com

The American Bee Journal is the largest monthly 
apiculture magazine in the world.

BEE CULTURE
A. I. Root Co, 623 West Liberty Street

Medina   OH   44256  USA
Attn: Kim Flottum

Subscription rates:
1 year (international) US$38.50  
2 year (international) US$75.00  

Discounted rates:
(For beekeeping association members)

1 year (international) US$34.00 
2 year (international) US$66.00 

Published monthly
Website:  www.beeculture.com

AUSTRALIAN BEE JOURNAL
The Journal of the 

Victorian Apiarists’ Association Inc.

Published monthly
Annual subscription:$58 Australia / $100 overseas

For more information and a free sample copy 
contact:  The Editor

PO Box 71, Chewton   VIC   3451
Email: abjeditors@yahoo.com

The Buzz!
South Australian Apiarists’ Association Newsletter

Published 5 times annually
Included in annual membership subscription to SAAA 

(minimum subs $67.00)

For further information please contact:
The Secretary, SAAA

1 Parma Street
Pt. Broughton  SA  5522
Phone: (08) 8635 2257

Email: secretary@saaa.org.au

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPER
Bi-monthly newsletter for 

THE AMATEUR BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 
INCORPORATED

Editor: John Humphries
Phone 02 4982 8715   Email: suejohn@bmr.net.au

Try Dewar’s Queens
They Produce a better drop

            Untested Queen Bees

                   1 to 9 ........................ $20.00
                   10 to 49 .................... $17.00
                   50 to 99 .................... $16.00
                   100 to 299 ................ $15.00
                   300 plus ................... $14.00
                     The above prices include GST

Please note:
Our queens are caught on a 21+ 

day cycle in line with current research results
Queens available 28 days+: price on application

Queen cells - by arrangement

Payment prior to delivery
Queens posted via Express Post Satchels

DEWAR APIARIES
ABN 68 758 923 328

2157 Lake Moogerah Rd  KALBAR QLD 4309
Phone: (07) 5463 5633

Fax: (07) 5463 5619
Email: lpdewar@bigpond.com

SA BEEKEEPING
SUPPLIES

2 Gawler River Rd, Lewiston SA 5501

*    Plastic foundation - Black
     Strongest made - best prices

 *    Excluders - welded wire
      Adelaide made - the best
   *    Recycled plastic cleats

Never rot or split

ALL YOUR APIARY NEEDS ARE
JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

Ph/Fax:  (08) 8380 9695
Email: beekeep2@bigpond.com.au
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 AJ’s Beetle Eater    20 
 Apiary Cots (TA & FH Bradford)    9
 Australian Nectar    33 
 Australian Queen Bee Exporters  27
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 Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd  25
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 Beekeeping Journals   36
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 Crop Pollination Association  20
 Dalrymple View Apiary Supplies    9 
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 Kangaroo Island Queen Bees  29 
 Leabrook Farms Honey   39
 Mountain View Apiaries   32
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 C B Palmer & Co    30
 Penders Beekeeping Supplies  28 
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CLASSIFIEDS
FOR SALE

6 tonne SRB  ISUZU reconditioned motor and gearbox 
newly painted, Billet Easyloader 200 AL, automatic 

hydraulic levelling, fully remote control, 
$20,000 plus GST.

Will sell beehive loader separately for $12,000 plus GST.
Telephone:  0427 329 615

FOR SALE
8 X 10 Frame Brood Boxes in good condition.

$160 the lot.
Phone:  (02) 4474 3448

FOR SALE
Used AVANT 520+ Articulated Loader, 2003 model, 

1050 hrs, Teleboom with 250kgs rear weight with Pallet 
Forks. Excellent condition.   $29,000 plus GST.

Contact: 02 4272 6853 (Business hours)

    B-QUAL      
    

For all enquiries call 1800	630	890
 or go	to	www.bqual.com.au

Industry	Owne
d	Quality	Assu

rance

• Train at home
• Audit every two years*
• Group Accreditation
• Practical quality assurance designed by 

beekeepers for beekeepers
• Industry trained auditors
• Free assistance hotline
• Farmbis approved*
• International recognition
• Packer premiums*
*Conditions Apply

A REMINDER
To all members that you can 
place your classifieds for free
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BRANCH   PRESIDENTS     SECRETARIES

Central Tablelands:  Grant Lockwood 02 6365 5117  Robert Porter   02 6337 5208

Hunter Valley:   Col Wilson    02 4930 4950  Don King  02 4943 1033

Manning Great Lakes:  Dave Brown  02 6559 2946  Kirsty Channon  02 6554 1855

Mid North Coast:  Gary Murnane  02 6568 9249  Daniel Costa  0429 617 365

North Coast:   Tony Hannah  02 6644 0101  Geoff Manning  02 6663 5211

Northern Tablelands:  Casey Cooper  02 6723 3551  Noelene Benfield 02 6722 4788

Riverina:   David Mumford  02 6959 2519  John Smith  02 6926 2227

Southern Tablelands:  Gary Poile  02 4848 0077  Bill Stratton  02 4421 4198

Sydney:   Eric Whitby  02 9520 6216  Paul Drew  02 9887 1175

Tamworth:   Ray Hull  02 6760 3634  Peter Murphy  02 6766 3115

Western Plains   Bryn Jones  02 6887 2638  To be advised

               
FEDERAL COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIAN APIARISTS’ ASSOCIATIONS (FCAAA)
Federal President:       Secretary:
Ken Gell        Roxanne Fewster
48 Dundas Road, Maryborough  VIC  3465    28 Strathalbin Way, Gingin  WA  6503
Phone: 03 5461 4326  Fax: 03 5460 4410    Phone: 08 9575 2307  Fax: 08 9575 2608
Email:  gells_honey@hotmail.com     Email:  roxanne.fewster@bigpond.com

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL (AHBIC)
National Chairman:       Executive Secretary:
Stephen Fewster       Stephen Ware
28 Strathalbin Way, Gingin  WA  6503     PO Box R838, Royal Exchange  NSW  1225
Phone: 08 9575 2307  Fax: 08 9575 2608    Phone: 02 9221 0911  Fax: 02 9221 0922
Email: Stephen.fewster@bigpond.com     Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au

HONEY BEE RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (HBRDC)
Ms Lea Edwards, Program Coordinator, Honeybee Program, RIRDC
PO Box 4776, Kingston  ACT  2604
Phone: 02 6271 4132  Email:  lea.edwards@rirdc.gov.au   Website: www.rirdc.gov.au

AUSTRALIAN QUEEN BEE BREEDERS ASSOCIATION (AQBBA)
Secretary:  Mrs Paula Dewar
2157 Lake Moogerah Road   Kalbar   QLD  4309   
Phone: 07 5463 5633  Fax:  07 5463 5619  Email:  aqbba@bigpond.com

CROP POLLINATON ASSOCIATION (CPA)
Secretary:  Mrs Elwne Papworth
RSD 7440 Northern Highway  Strathallan   VIC  3622  
Phone/Fax: 03 5484 9231  Email:  amberhunidue@bigpond.com

HONEY PACKERS & MARKETERS ASSOCIATION (HPMAA)
Secretary:  Kevin Webb 
184 Cavan Road  Dry Creek  SA  5094
Phone:  08 8262 7555  Fax:  08 8262 7127  Email:  kevin.webb@springgullyfoods.com.au 
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