Years 3-4
Teacher’s Guide to
Visiting Nutcote

NSW Syllabus Outcomes; the following outcomes suggest opportunities for further
development in the classroom after being addressed at Nutcote
KLA
English

Mathematics

Science &
Technology
History

Geography

Creative Arts

PDHPE

Outcome & Syllabus Reference
EN2-1A
A student communicates in a range of informal and formal contexts by
adopting a range of roles in group, classroom, school and community
contexts
EN2-2A
A student plans, composes and reviews a range of texts that are more
demanding in terms of topic, audience and language
MA2-1WM
A student uses appropriate terminology to describe, and symbols to
represent mathematical ideas
MA2-10MG
A student measures, records, compares and estimates areas using square
centimetres and square metres
ST2-10LW
A student describes that living things have life cycles, can be distinguished
from non-living things and grouped, based on their observable features
HT2-1
A student identifies celebrations and commemorations of significance in
Australia and the world
HT2-5
A student applies skills of historical inquiry and communication
GE2-1
A student examines features and characteristics of places and
environments
GE2-4
A student acquires and communicates geographical information using
geographical tools for inquiry
VAS2.1
A student represents the qualities of experiences and things that are
interesting or beautiful by choosing among aspects of subject matter
DRAS2.3
A student sequences the action of the drama to create meaning for an
audience
INS2.3
A student makes positive contributions in group activities

Purposes of a Nutcote Visit
• enjoy exploring the work of May Gibbs
• develop skills of questioning, observation and recording
• gather information for a purpose and research
• develop awareness and knowledge of the native Australian environment
• understanding of the cultural significance of Nutcote
• gain an appreciation for Australian art and literature
• appreciate and compare their own lives to that of May Gibbs
• participate in learning experiences that are extended on in the classroom
• be inspired

Preparing for Nutcote
•
•
•
•

Teachers are encouraged to engage students in lessons surrounding the
works of May Gibbs and Nutcote before visiting
Read the background information on Nutcote in this pack
Print out the number of copies of the curriculum material you will need for
your class
Each child should bring a clipboard and a pen/pencil

The House
Nutcote was designed for May Gibbs in 1925 by the architect Bertrand Waterhouse.
In her will, May Gibbs left Nutcote to UNICEF which, at the time, could not own
property, so the house and contents were auctioned in 1970. Later owners planned
to demolish the house and develop the site for townhouses. In 1987, concerned
relatives and friends formed the May Gibbs Foundation and succeeded in having
Nutcote protected by a Permanent Conservation Order. It was also placed on the
Register of the National Estate. North Sydney Municipal Council purchased the
property in 1990.
Nutcote was the birthplace of the comic strips Bib and Bub and Tiggy Touchwood.
Three other publications were produced at Nutcote: Scotty in Gumnut Land, Mr and
Mrs Bear and Friends and Prince Dande Lion.
The house features stuccoed yellow walls, arched windows and blue-green shutters.
The interior of the house has been recreated in the 1930s style. It has an early
English Baronial character favoured by Waterhouse with the generous use of dark
stained timber and built-ins of either Californian redwood or cedar. The flooring is
the original jarrah from Western Australia. Some background sources include May's
husband's diaries and letters, photographs of the house taken by the occupants, or
photographs taken by Harold Cazneau for an article on Nutcote in Australian Home
Beautiful in 1926, and oral histories from family and friends.
The house is now developed as a museum and displays include some original pieces
of furniture and original artwork. Visitors can enter the unique studio where May
worked for forty-four years. Special features included an angled window so May
Gibbs could look from her easel down the harbour, and an adjustable light for
working at night.

The Gardens
May Gibbs and her husband, James Ossoli Kelly first
established their garden in the 1920s. Plant species in
the garden are typical of the period: roses, annuals,
hydrangeas, citrus and perennials. Survivors of the time
when May was there include a large banksia tree, which
grows on the waterfront and a she-oak on the
waterfront.

The gardens provide an opportunity for visitors to examine some of the native
plants that inspired May's stories and illustrations.

May Gibbs
May Gibbs was born on 17 January 1877 in Surrey, England. Her parents emigrated
to Australia in 1881, farming at Franklin Harbour, South Australia and Harvey River,
Western Australia, before settling in Perth in 1887. May grew up in an artistic
environment and was encouraged to draw and paint from an early age.
At the age of twelve, May's talent was recognised with the publication of a full page
of illustrations in the West Australian Bulletin. Her natural ability was further
developed by two visits to London for formal study. On a third visit she obtained
experience as a regular contributor to newspapers, magazines and books. On her
return to Australia in 1913 May settled in Sydney and her career as an illustrator
flourished.
During the First World War May received recognition for her cheerful postcards
produced to boost the morale of troops. She also created bookmarks, calendars,
school magazine illustrations, gum babies and flower children. She was an excellent
caricaturist with a great sense of fun. Her first major children's book Snugglepot and
Cuddlepie: Their Adventures Wonderful, appeared in 1918 with the message:
'Humans. Please be kind to all bush creatures and don't pull flowers up by the roots'.

Snugglepot and Cuddlepie has never been out of print. With these gumnut baby
characters, May Gibbs created a much-loved Australian folklore. Her inspiration
came from the Australian bush and detailed observation of its unique flowers and
animals. By the 1920s May Gibbs' work received worldwide acclaim. Her characters
became popular subjects for a wide variety of merchandise. 1924 also saw the
beginning of her comic strip Bib and Bub, which continued until 1967.

As a female artist in a working world dominated by men, May's achievements are all
the more remarkable. She married late at the age of forty-two, and her husband
supported her business affairs, in a role-reversal uncommon for the time. May
earned a living for both of them through her work but was not always fairly paid for
her efforts. Her contemporary, the male cartoonist for Ginger Meggs, reportedly
received eight times the pay May received for her comic strip Bib and Bub.
In 1925, after twelve years in Sydney, May Gibbs and her husband moved into
Nutcote. It was here that May lived and worked until her death at the age of
ninety-two in 1969.

Your Nutcote Experience
Arrival & Tour
Once your group arrives you will be taken through the gift shop and the garden and
into the home where your tour guide will show you around May’s home.
Playbuilding
In the downstairs room, read A Day With May Gibbs at Nutcote. Divide children into
groups of three (characters being May, her husband and her dog) and allow 20
minutes for children to build a short performance of A Day in the Life.
Children will then perform their plays to the class.
Leaf Rubbing
Once you have finished with the performances, take your class into the lower garden
and encourage the all to pick up two or three leaves that have fallen but are not yet
crunchy (please do not pick leaves off the plants).
We have paper and crayons available for your use and as a group, we encourage you
to make rubbings of your leaves and discuss the veins and shapes you can see and
also why some leaves turned out better than others. Was it the colour used? Was the
pressure not hard enough? Was the leaf dead yet?
An Architect’s Perspective
Give each child a piece of paper, encourage them to spread out and ask them to
attempt to draw a floor plan of Nutcote from memory including the gardens and
where they walked in.
Then lead a discussion on what they found difficult or easy about the experience.
When May was young…
Lead a discussion on what the view from the lower garden would have looked like
when May first moved in. What would be different, what would be the same?
My Take
Share with a partner why places like Nutcote are important for Australian history
and preservation of Australian flora to lead into a project based experience upon
returning to school.

Back at School
The Experience Continues…
Your experience at Nutcote provides many opportunities for development in all
KLAs. Below are a few ideas for Stage 2 students.
Students can:
• make up their own bush characters to write stories about
o opportunities for script writing, drama and illustration
• write their own Bib and Bub comic strips with their own characters
• do a report on their visit to Nutcote
• write a poem about their visit or about May and her stories
• artistic experiences with natural resources
• case studies on Australian flora and fauna
• compare May’s life at Nutcote to theirs in their own homes
• analyse technology developments since May’s arrival in Sydney
• design their own houses
• and much more…
Please see our K-6 Education Packs soon available from our website for full lesson
plans, resources and extension ideas.

Your comments, feedback and suggestions are high valued
May Gibbs’ Nutcote
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